Supplement 3 Table showing excluded studies and reasons for exclusion



	Study ID
	Reasons for exclusion
	Details

	[26]
	Only included patients with septic shock
	The source of sepsis in two-thirds of patients was extra-pulmonary making it inconsistent with our inclusion criteria

	[27]
	Harmonised trial focused on COVID-19 patients and amalgated data from study [26] and another trial [29]
	Used a range of unblinded interventions to treat COVID-19 patients, rendering it beyond the scope of this systematic review
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