	Characteristics 
	EC (N=55)
	HC (N=84)
	P

	Demographic data
	
	
	

	Age, years, means ± SD 
	63.6 ± 8.5
	56.5 ± 8.1
	<0.001

	Gender (male) 
	48 (87.3)
	60 (71.4)
	0.028

	Body height, cm, means ± SD 
	169.3 ± 6.8
	169.2 ± 8.1
	0.897

	Weight, means ± SD 
	68.3 ± 10.9
	62.2 ± 5.8
	<0.001

	BMI, medians (IQR)
	23.3 (21.6-26.2)
	21.8 (20.9-22.6)
	<0.001

	Smoking history
	38 (69.1)
	12 (14.3)
	<0.001

	Current smoking 
	28 (50.9)
	6 (7.1)
	<0.001

	Alcohol history 
	33 (60.0)
	9 (10.7)
	<0.001

	Current alcohol drinking 
	25 (45.5)
	6 (7.1)
	<0.001

	Comorbidities
	
	
	

	Diabetes 
	5 (9.1)
	5 (5.9)
	0.715

	Cardiovascular disease 
	3 (5.5)
	3 (3.6)
	0.914

	Respiratory disease 
	1 (1.8)
	2 (2.4)
	0.709

	Pathological data
	
	
	

	Cancer type 
	
	
	

	SC/AC
	50/5 (90.9/9.1)
	
	

	Pathological stage
	
	
	

	I-II/III-IV
	12/14/22/7 (21.8/25.5/40.0/12.7)
	
	

	Vascular embolus or neural invasion
	28/27 (50.9/49.1)
	
	

	Lymph node metastasis
	31/24 (56.4/43.6)
	
	

	Differentiation degree
	
	
	

	G1
	13 (23.6)
	
	

	G2
	19 (34.6)
	
	

	G3
	23 (41.8)
	　
	　

	Table S1. Patient characteristics.
	
	
	

	Data are the mean ± standard deviation or number (%).
	
	

	P values are from T-test or Mann-Whitney U test or Pearson’s chi-square test or continuity-corrected chi-square test.

	BMI: body mass index; IQR: interquartile range; SC: squamous carcinoma; AC: adenocarcinoma; N: number.



