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Fig. S1. Forest plots for subgroup analyses of annual changes in the incidence of suicide deaths. a. Male 

subpopulation aged over 65 years. b. Female subpopulation aged over 65 years. The plots were generated using 

the R meta package (version 6.1-0; https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/meta/index.html). 

  



Changes in the proportion of Catholics 

While census data on religious affiliation were available in Hungary and Ireland [1, 2], in Spain only 

the results of sociological surveys characterise the religious distribution [3]. In all three countries, 

Catholicism is the most widespread religion.  

Examining the available data for years 2011 and 2022, the number of Catholics in relation to the total 

population decreased markedly (Fig. S2): from 84.2% to 68.8% in Ireland, from 73% to 56.2% in Spain, 

and from 39% to 30.1% in Hungary (resulting in relative decreases of the proportions [compared to the 

base year 2011]: 18%, 23% and 23%, respectively). 

 

Fig. S2. Share of the population who consider themselves Catholic in 2011 and 2022. 
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