Supplementary Table S1. Correctness of knowledge dimension
	Items
	Correct, n (%)

	[bookmark: _GoBack]1. The main function of the thyroid gland is to synthesize and secrete thyroid hormones
	524 (82.91)

	2. The main function of thyroid hormones is to promote the body’s metabolism and maintain its normal growth and development. 
	521 (82.44)

	3. Thermal ablation of thyroid nodules is a technique for in situ inactivation of lesions in vivo to achieve local radical cure. 
	352 (55.70)

	4. Thermal ablation techniques include radiofrequency ablation, microwave ablation, and laser ablation. 
	303 (47.94)

	5. Thyroid thermal ablation therapy is a minimally invasive intervention with real-time ultrasound monitoring. 
	514 (81.33)

	6. The common complications of thyroid thermal ablation therapy include bleeding and transient voice change but no nerve or parathyroid damage. 
	57 (9.02)

	7. Thermal ablation therapy requires local anesthesia. 
	517 (81.80)

	8. Imaging of the lesion is required before, during, and after ablation, where ultrasound imaging is recommended. 
	368 (58.23)

	9. Therapeutic advantages of thermal ablation therapy include minimally invasive, rapid recovery, no impact on thyroid function, and no need for lifelong medication. 
	347 (54.91)

	10. All thyroid diseases can be completely cured by thermal ablation techniques. 
	309 (48.89)





Supplementary Table S2. Distribution of attitude dimension
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Items, n (%)
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	1. I believe that thermal ablation therapy can treat both benign nodules and micropapillary thyroid cancer. 
	250 (39.56)
	248 (39.24)
	71 (11.23)
	46 (7.28)
	17 (2.69)

	2. I believe that even after thermal ablation therapy, the disease will still recur. 
	110 (17.41)
	250 (39.56)
	76 (1203)
	157 (24.84)
	39 (6.17)

	3. I think thermal ablation therapy is minimally invasive, cosmetic, and can preserve thyroid function, so I am willing to undergo it. 
	234 (37.03)
	270 (42.72)
	77 (12.18)
	29 (4.59)
	22 (3.48)

	4. I think thermal ablation therapy is more effective than medication and surgery. 
	228 (36.08)
	251 (39.72)
	71 (11.23)
	59 (9.34)
	23 (3.64)

	5. I think that the high cost of thermal ablation therapy will cause me a financial burden. 
	90 (14.24)
	168 (26.58)
	163 (25.79)
	179 (28.32)
	32 (5.03)


Supplementary Table S3. Distribution of willingness dimension
	Item，n (%)
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	1. I am willing to take the initiative to learn about thyroid disease and thermal ablation techniques. 
	276 (43.67)
	260 (41.14)
	57 (9.02)
	28 (4.43)
	11 (1.74)

	2. I am willing to undergo thermal ablation therapy and recommend it to my friends who need it. 
	273 (43.20)
	236 (37.34)
	66 (10.44)
	39 (6.17)
	18 (2.85)

	3. I am willing to undergo multiple ablations if my condition requires it. 
	187 (29.59)
	261 (41.30)
	78 (12.34)
	85 (13.45)
	21 (3.32)

	4. I am willing to be reviewed during the treatment period. 
	268 (42.41)
	264 (41.77)
	59 (9.34)
	26 (4.11)
	15 (2.37)

	5. I am willing to keep an eye on my adverse reactions during treatment. 
	267 (42.25)
	265 (41.93)
	53 (8.39)
	31 (4.91)
	16 (2.53)

	6. I am willing to stay in a good and stable mood and state of mind for the treatment. 
	292 (46.02)
	247 (39.08)
	48 (7.59)
	26 (4.11)
	19 (3.01)

	7. I am willing to keep a proper diet and exercise during the treatment period. 
	291 (46.04)
	258 (40.82)
	39 (6.17)
	31 (4.91)
	13 (2.06)

	8. If my relatives need, I would like to recommend thermal thyroid ablation.
	250 (39.56)
	272 (43.04)
	57 (9.02)
	28 (4.43)
	25 (3.96)





