	Question number
	Wording of the question
	Potential answers

	1
	I am
	Male
Female
Other

	2
	How old are you?
	Age in years  

	3
	What year of your training ophthalmology curriculum are you currently in?
	1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, I am already a fellow

	4
	In which city are you pursuing your residency in ophthalmology?
(one answer)
	City

	5
	In which country are you pursuing your residency in ophthalmology?
(one answer)  
	Country

	6
	In your hospital / university, do all the ophthalmology residents undergo training in eye surgery?
	Yes, No, Some only follow a medical curriculum

	7
	If yes, does this training include intraocular eye surgery?
	Yes, No

	8
	Who performs cataract surgery in your hospital / university?
	All ophthalmologists
Only ophthalmologists with a surgical curriculum
Only ophthalmologists with a subspecialized surgical curriculum

	9
	Do you have access to an EyeSi virtual reality (VR) simulator for surgical training?
	Yes, No

	10
	Do you have access to a HelpMeSee VR simulator for surgical training?
	Yes, No

	11
	Do you have access to another VR simulator for surgical training?
	Yes, No


	12
	If yes, please specify which one
	Alcon Fidelis
Meta Fundamental VR
Other virtual reality simulator (specify)

	13
	Where is the training center with the VR simulator located?   
	University hospital
Faculty of medicine
ESCRS (or other society) Eyesi machine
Industrial facility
Private simulation center
Association or Foundation
I need to travel to another city, please specify the distance:
Other (please specify) 

	14
	For how long has your training center been equipped with a VR simulator? 
	Duration (weeks, months, years)
 I don’t know 

	15
	The EyeSi simulator you use is equipped with
	Cataract training module
Vitreoretinal training module
Both
Don’t know

	16
	The HelpMeSee simulator you use is equipped with
	Phacoemulsification module
MSICS module
Complications management module
Suturing module
Mechanics of Ophthalmic Surgery (MOST) module
All the modules
Don’t know

	17
	Is access to the simulator free of charge for you?  
	Yes
I am partially granted / sponsored (please specify by whom)
I am totally granted / sponsored (please specify by whom)
No, I have to pay

	18
	What is the total cost for one day of training?
	It’s (amount in US dollars):
I don’t know 

	19
	Do you have a permanent access to the simulator?
	Yes / No

	20
	Is there an experienced supervisor available to give the feedback during the training sessions? 
	Yes, always
Yes, sometimes
No

	21
	If yes, what kind of supervisor?
	An ophthalmic surgeon
Older resident or fellow
Industrial sponsor employee
Simulator company employee
I train alone with virtual mentoring

	22
	Are any additional course materials like E-book or E-Learning used to complement simulation-based training?
	Yes
No

	23
	How many hours have you dedicated to training on the VR simulator since the start of your residency?
	Duration in hours

	24
	EYESI users: which of the following modules have you completed? (CAT=cataract training module; VRT=vitreoretinal training module)
	CAT - A
CAT - B
CAT - C
CAT - D
VRT - A
VRT - B
VRT – C
Other

	25
	HelpMeSee users: which of the following courses have you completed?  (Multiple answers possible)
	Mechanics of Ophthalmic Surgery (MOST)
MSICS course (MSTC)
Phacoemulsification course (PSTC)
Complications course (CMC)
Suturing course (SSTC)

	26
	At what time do you usually start your training sessions on VR?
	Hour in AM/PM, Variable

	27
	What is the mean duration of your VR training sessions?
	Hours / days

	28
	Is Simulation on VR simulator training structured and integrally part of your local/national education program?
	Yes, No

	29
	In your city/country, is undergoing surgical training on the VR simulator a requirement before obtaining a “surgical license” to practice on patients in the operating room?
	Yes, No



	30
	If so, what is the minimum amount of simulation training you must complete before you are allowed to perform surgeries on patients?
	Threshold required (duration, score, test)
Please specify


	31
	If this is not the case, would you be favorable to the idea of requiring a “surgical license” (0-4)
	Completely favorable (4)
Moderately favorable (3)
Neutral, I don’t know (2)
Not favorable (1)
Completely opposed (0)

	32
	How many live cataract surgeries on patients did you perform so far?
	Number


	33
	How would you rate the impact of VR simulator on your current overall surgical skills in the operating room? (0-10; 0=no impact and 10=major impact) 
	Score

	34
	If you have experience with several VR simulators, which one do you prefer or find more effective for your training?
	EyeSi
HelpMeSee
Another device (specify)
No preference
I have only used one VR simulation device

	35
	Which feature(s) from this device do you prefer?
	Free text

	36
	What do you think is missing or could be better on the simulator you used?
	Free text

	37
	How much would you be willing to pay to train for one day on a VRS if it was not free?
	Amount in US dollars
Don’t know

	38
	Have you heard about the concept of metaverse applied to medical/surgical education?
	Yes/No

	39
	I agree that the information I completed in this survey can be used for academic purpose in an aggregated and anonymous manner
	Yes/No



Supplementary Material 1. Anonymous 39-question survey entitled “Practice Patterns of Virtual Reality Simulation Training over the 5 continents”.

