Table S1. Primers for qRT-PCR analysis
	Name
	Sequences (5'—3')

	PTK2
	Forward primer: ACATTATTGGCCACTGTGGATGAG
Reverse primer: GGGCCAGTTTCATCTTGTTGATGAG

	circPTK2

	Forward primer: CCGTCTCTGTGTCAGAAAAG 
Reverse primer: TTCTCTATTAAGGTTGGCAAATTGT

	U6

	Forward primer: GTGCAGGGTCCGAGGTATT
Reverse primer: GCCGTCGTAATACTGTCTGGT

	miR-379-5p
	Forward primer: GTGGTAGACTATGGAACGTAGG
Reverse primer: TACGTTCCATAGTCTACCA

	GAPDH
	Forward primer: AGAAGGCTGGGGCTCATTTG
Reverse primer: GCAGGAGGCATTGCTGATGAT



Table S2. The relationship between AKR1C3 expression and clinicopathological parameters 
	Characteristics
	Total(N)
	Odds Ratio (OR)
	p value

	Age (>60 vs. <=60)
	373
	1.151 (0.766-1.730)
	0.499

	Gender (Male vs. Female)
	374
	1.309 (0.848-2.026)
	0.225

	T stage (T3&T4 vs. T1&T2)
	371
	1.624 (1.012-2.627)
	0.046

	N stage (N1 vs. N0)
	258
	NA
	0.994

	M stage (M1 vs. M0)
	272
	0.956 (0.113-8.064)
	0.965

	Pathologic stage (Stage III& IV vs. Stage I& II)
	350
	1.350 (0.835-2.193)
	0.222

	Histologic grade (G3&G4 vs. G1&G2)
	369
	1.712 (1.118-2.634)
	0.014

	AFP (ng/mL) (>400 vs. <=400)
	280
	1.893 (1.077-3.385)
	0.028

	Vascular invasion (Yes vs. No)
	318
	1.929 (1.209-3.098)
	0.006



