



Table S1. Results of stepwise regression by assuming fruit yield as dependent variable
	Step
	Trait
	a
	b1
	b2
	
	R2 adj
	P-value

	1
	FFW
	4.05**
	0.5**
	
	
	0.53
	<0.001

	2
	SSH
	3.51**
	0.6**
	0.84**
	
	0.54
	<0.001


Secondary Shoot (SSH), 10 Fruit Fresh Weight (FFW)






	Table S2. Pearson correlation coefficient between studied traits of sweet pepper 

	
	SL
	SG
	PSH
	SSH
	PH
	UW
	CL
	FL
	FT
	FTL
	 FW
	FFW
	FDW
	Y

	SL
	1
	.073
	.037
	.095
	.160*
	.034
	-.020
	.026
	-.106
	.106
	-.058
	-.075
	-.040
	-.045

	SG
	.073
	1
	-.037
	.237**
	.251**
	.204**
	-.020
	.158*
	-.158*
	.000
	-.217**
	-.155*
	-.154*
	-.058

	PSH
	.037
	-.037
	1
	-.325**
	.043
	-.119
	.126
	-.148
	-.100
	-.179*
	.014
	.002
	.023
	-.072

	SSH
	.095
	.237**
	-.325**
	1
	.294**
	.058
	.064
	-.316**
	-.115
	-.227**
	-.203**
	-.219**
	-.257**
	-.028

	PH
	.160*
	.251**
	.043
	.294**
	1
	.155*
	-.072
	-.036
	-.330**
	-.084
	-.421**
	-.395**
	-.353**
	-.305**

	UW
	.034
	.204**
	-.119
	.058
	.155*
	1
	-.116
	-.010
	-.165*
	-.093
	-.205**
	-.208**
	-.194*
	-.082

	CL
	-.020
	-.020
	.126
	.064
	-.072
	-.116
	1
	-.034
	.112
	-.069
	.107
	.105
	.110
	.082

	FL
	.026
	.158*
	-.148
	-.316**
	-.036
	-.010
	-.034
	1
	.313**
	.578**
	.185*
	.353**
	.384**
	.226**

	FT
	-.106
	-.158*
	-.100
	-.115
	-.330**
	-.165*
	.112
	.313**
	1
	.449**
	.699**
	.754**
	.734**
	.613**

	FTL
	.106
	.000
	-.179*
	-.227**
	-.084
	-.093
	-.069
	.578**
	.449**
	1
	.329**
	.392**
	.441**
	.223**

	 FW
	-.058
	-.217**
	.014
	-.203**
	-.421**
	-.205**
	.107
	.185*
	.699**
	.329**
	1
	.879**
	.850**
	.627**

	FFW
	-.075
	-.155*
	.002
	-.219**
	-.395**
	-.208**
	.105
	.353**
	.754**
	.392**
	.879**
	1
	.956**
	.731**

	FDW
	-.040
	-.154*
	.023
	-.257**
	-.353**
	-.194*
	.110
	.384**
	.734**
	.441**
	.850**
	.956**
	1
	.252

	Y
	-.045
	-.058
	-.072
	-.028
	-.305**
	-.082
	.082
	.226**
	.613**
	.223**
	.627**
	.731**
	.252
	1

	*, ** and ns are significant correlation at the 0.05 and 0.01 probability level. Stem Length (SL), Stem Girth (SG), Primary Shoots (PSH), Secondary Shoot (SSH), Plant Height (PH), Umbrella Width (UW), Cup Length (CL), Fruit Length (FL), Fruit Thickness (FT), Fruit Tail Length (FTL), Fruit Width (FW), 10 Fruit Fresh Weight (FFW), 10 Fruit Dry Weight (FDW), Yield (Y)



