
Supplemental Data
Discovery of the site:
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the month of March of 1948, several “large bones” were reported by the workers of a marl quarry in Lehringen (Neddenaverbergen) to the high school and local museum director from Verden, Alexander Rosenbrock 29-31,38. By that time, the quarry workers already exposed part of the vertebral column, a scapula and more skeletal parts that were largely damaged and fragmented because of the crude excavation techniques. In the weeks after, Rosenbrock continued excavating more elephant bones from the same context, in this phase still described as mammoth in the letter correspondence from the discoverers, and a few lithic artefacts (ibidem). The discovery of a 2.4-meter-long, relatively straight tusk indicated that the large bones that had been recovered so far belonged to a straight-tusked elephant, which was later confirmed through the study of the molar structure by Adam 29. On the first of April 1948, the first fragment of a wooden thrusting spear was found and fully excavated during the subsequent days, before the archaeologists from the State Museum of Lower Saxony in Hanover could visit the site. No photos or drawings of the find context are known to exist. The published photo of the find context, showing an elephant rib together with the excavator Otto Voigt, is a re-enactment that uses a broomstick as placeholder for the wooden thrursting spear (Fig. 2A).
Table S1. Collagen (COL1) peptide markers identified in the rib from Lehringen.
	ID
	Bone
	ZooMS ID
	ɑ1 508 - 519
	ɑ2 978 - 990
	ɑ2 978 - 990
	ɑ2 484 - 498
	ɑ2 502 - 519
	ɑ2 292 - 309
	ɑ2 793 - 816
	ɑ2 454 - 483
	ɑ1 586 - 618
	ɑ1 586 - 618
	ɑ2 757 - 789

	V5018
	Rib fragment
	Ursidae
	1105,7
	
	1233,8
	1453,9
	1566,9
	
	2163,2
	2793,6
	2853,6
	2869,7
	2957,6





