Supplementary Information 1
Archaeological information for the sites

Donja Ostrvica – Pasičine
[bookmark: _Hlk217405337][bookmark: _Hlk217405700]In 1958 two stone mounds were excavated by the Archaeological Museum Split at the site of Donja Ostrvica near the town of Omiš. Of the special interest during the excavation was the so called “Great Mound” (Velika gomila) or T1. It was a circular shaped stone mound containing two prehistoric burials made of stone slabs and several medieval graves lined with smaller stones. The mound was originally about 19.4 m in diameter and ca 2.4 m tall at its highest point. The central burial (Grave 1) contained the remains of an adult individual laid in a crouched position on their right side. Based on its shape and context the use of the central burial in T1 can be dated to the Early Bronze Age Cetina Culture.

Marović I. 1992. Istraživanja kamenih gomila cetinske kulture u srednjoj Dalmaciji. Vjesnik za historiju i arheologiju dalmatinsku, 84: 15-214. 
Milošević A. 1998. Arheološka topografija Cetine. Split: Muzej hrvatskih arheoloških spomenika.




































Gudnja Cave
Gudnja is located on the peninsula of Pelješac, near Ston, at an altitude of 400 m. The cave measures about 33 x 20 m. It consists of one large chamber, with the entrance facing south, about 15 m wide and up to 5 m in height.
Systematic archaeological research was carried out between 1963 and 1968, under the leadership of archaeologists from the Dubrovnik Museums. Unfortunately, the excavations have not been published, but the exploration was extensive (150 m² were explored), with methodological excavation techniques which were advanced for the time. A smaller revision excavation was conducted in 2004 by archaeologists from the Department of Archaeology at the Faculty of Philosophy in Zadar (11.5 m² were investigated). 
Gudnja is certainly one of the most famous prehistoric archaeological sites on the eastern Adriatic coast. It is essential for the study of any prehistoric period. It was used over longer and shorter periods of time, as an occasional dwelling in the period from 6100 to 1500 BCE, and later sporadically in the 3rd and 2nd cent. BCE. Therefore, this cave contained life with all its cultural and chronological differences
However, the explorations of 1963–1968 revealed a subadult burial which has not been mentioned in the sources so far. It was found opposite the entrance, in the northern parts of the cave, in quadrant D II, at a depth of 10–20 cm from the surface, within the first excavation layers. Direct radiocarbon dating of human bone places the burial to 1507-1415 cal BCE (3190±30 BP, Beta-423457). Apart from this, the remains of two other subadults were recovered from the faunal remains from this layer.

[bookmark: _Hlk205807548]Perkić D., Novak M. 2020. Tragovi prapovijesnih pokapanja ljudi u špiljama dubrovačkoga područja. Prilozi Instituta za arheologiju u Zagrebu, 37: 5-36.

Domagoj Perkić, Archaeological Museum, Dubrovnik Museums, 20000 Dubrovnik, Croatia
domagoj.perkic@dumus.hr


























Hvar – Bogomolje
The village of Bogomolje is located in the eastern part of the island of Hvar. In 1981, the Archaeological Museum in Split conducted the excavation of several prehistoric burial mounds. The mound called Glava maslinova (“Olive head”) was located on the east side of the village. This is an ellipse shaped stone mound about 15.9 m in diameter and ca 2.4 m tall at its highest point. The mound contained three burials, two oval shaped graves built in a dry-wall technique (Graves 1 and 3) and a central, box-shaped, burial built with stone slabs (Grave 2). Grave 1 was located at the southwestern part of the mound and contained the skeleton of an adult individual laid on their left side in crouched position. The preserved pottery fragments as well as the context of the burial date the use of the central grave to the Early Bronze Age Cetina Culture, while the other two burials can be dated more widely into the Bronze Age. 

Marović I. 1985. Iskopavanja kamenih gomila u Bogomolju na otoku Hvaru. Vjesnik za historiju i arheologiju dalmatinsku, 78: 5-33.






































Jazinka	Cave		
Jazinka Cave is located within the boundaries of the Krka National Park, on the left bank of
the Krka River in Šibenik-Knin County in southern Croatia. The cave is situated at the top of
the canyon at a height of 216 m above sea level. Members of the local caving club first drew
the attention to the cave in 2006 when they recorded it in detail. It is in the form of a
horizontal tunnel with the total length of about 42 m. The cave was excavated in 2008 and
2009 by archaeologists from the museums in Drniš and Šibenik. The front part of the cave
was used as a dwelling area (temporary or permanent) where numerous fragments of pottery
and animal bones were found. Conversely, the rear part of the cave was used as a burial place
where numerous fragments of scattered human bones were discovered in a thick layer of mud.
Beside the human remains, numerous Bronze Age pottery fragments as well as several objects
made of bronze such as one fibula, a spear tip, and one bronze button were also recovered.
Based on the archaeological material the cemetery can be dated to the Late Bronze and/or to
[bookmark: _Hlk205805573]the beginning of the Early Iron Age. One human bone sample from this site was
directly radiocarbon dated to 805-761 cal BCE (2570±20 BP, PSUAMS-1831). 

Zaninović J. 2010. Pećina Jazinka. Hrvatski arheološki godišnjak, 6/2009: 559-560.
Mathieson I. et. al. 2018. The genomic history of southeastern Europe. Nature, 555: 197-203.

Joško Zaninović, Krka National Park, 22000 Šibenik, Croatia
josko.zaninovic1@gmail.com































Kruševo – Vjetroelektrane
To the south-east of the settlement of Kruševo, in the district of the town of Obrovac the construction of the wind-power plant „Obrovac” is planned with a total of 18 wind generators,
accompanying access roads, sub-stations and communication routes. The archaeological survey of the terrain, conducted by the Local Museum of the Community College in Obrovac in February 2011 established in the given area a number of archaeological and cultural-historical remains. Among the recorded finds the future works threatened three burial mounds marked as tumulus 5, tumulus 4 and
tumulus 2. As a preventive measure the excavation of these burial tumuli was prescribed. The excavations which lasted from October to December 2011 were conducted by the Archaeological Museum in Zadar.
The investigated tumuli were located at a considerable distance one from the other. Tumulus 2 was located on the hill Orljak (location Vrorljak). At about a distance of 2100 m in a straight line from Tumulus 2 to the southeast, at the location of Trnovača, was Tumulus 4, and 800 m south of it, at the location of Marina kosa, Tumulus 5. All the burial mounds have homogenous characteristics, made primarily from large undressed stone and some soil, between 9 and 14 m in diameter and from 65 to 150 cm high. In addition, all were lower than their original size, namely, their surfaces were more or less devastated. In tumuli 5 and 4, graves were built from stone stabs, while Tumulus 2
contained no graves. In the investigated graves poorly preserved remains of the deceased were found, unfortunately without any offerings. During the investigation, shards of Iron Age house pottery were found in all the tumuli, but the bulk was found in Tumulus 2.
[bookmark: _Hlk205825381]One human bone sample from Tumulus 4 was directly radiocarbon dated to 1747-1629 cal BCE (3140±15 BP, UCIAMS-271224).

Čondić N. 2012. Vjetroelektrana Obrovac, tumuli. Hrvatski arheološki godišnjak, 8/2011: 560-562.

[bookmark: _Hlk205811728]Natalija Čondić, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
ncondic@amzd.hr

























Kukova peć Cave
Kukova Peć Cave stands on the southern slopes of Krst Hill (elevation 347), about 500 m east of the village of Brsečine and 550 m west of the stream of Smokova (Smokovača), above the old Napoleonic road that leads towards Majkovi.
As a speleological and archaeological site, the cave was discovered in 2009. It was the subject of another archaeological survey in 2016, and the first explorations were conducted in 2017. The cave is 81.5 m long and 22 m in depth. Its entrance faces west and is relatively narrow because of filling and
erosion; it is 1.5 m wide and up to 1 m in height. The narrow entrance passage, 0.8–1 m wide and about 4.5–5 m long, descends into the first chamber (Chamber 1). It is a spacious chamber with many cave sediment formations and an irregular L shape, about 15 m long and 6.5–8 m wide. Further
east, across the stalactites and stalagmites, there is the remaining part of the cave, which is larger (Chamber 2). The examination of the surface of the cave discovered numerous archaeological finds, mainly in the area of Chamber 1, with only a few pottery sherds in Chamber 2.
It can be assumed that the cave was used as an occasional or seasonal dwelling during the Middle and Late Neolithic, the Early and Developed Eneolithic, the Early and Middle Bronze Age, and again during the Late Iron Age. It was used as an occasional dwelling, or rather a refuge, in the late Antiquity, and as a storage space in the modern age, at the end of the 18th or the beginning of the 19th century. 
[bookmark: _Hlk205830519]However, the cave was obviously used as a necropolis or a site of single burials in the transition period from the Developed Eneolithic to the Early Bronze Age and again at the end of the Late Bronze Age. Two human bone fragments were directly radiocarbon dated: the first one was found in Chamber 1, □ G–12, SU 3, dated to 2151-1981 cal BCE (3700±30 BP, Beta-481420); the second one was found in Chamber 1, □ I–7, SU 1/3, dated to 992-830 cal BCE (2560±30 BP, Beta-481421).

Perkić D., Novak M. 2020. Tragovi prapovijesnih pokapanja ljudi u špiljama dubrovačkoga područja. Prilozi Instituta za arheologiju u Zagrebu, 37: 5-36.

Domagoj Perkić, Archaeological Museum, Dubrovnik Museums, 20000 Dubrovnik, Croatia
domagoj.perkic@dumus.hr























Malo Libinje – Gradina Kneževići/Pirište/Solilo
An Iron Age settlement surrounded by a rampart and a necropolis chronologically ascribed to the 6th century BCE on the south slope, Kneževići hillfort is located next to Malo Libinje field in South Velebit Mountain in Zadar County, Croatia. At the beginning of the 20th century, a single grave was excavated at the bottom of the hillfort. Further excavations were not conducted until the 1980s, when another grave was unearthed near the first. Archaeologists also discovered a few tumuli nearby the hillfort, as well as on the field nearby to the east, in Gornje polje. Systematic research
began in 2018 and was conducted by the Archaeological Museum in Zadar when several burials were investigated. So far, the osteological finds were found in five burials: in the revision excavations of two burials (G1 and G2) and in newfound graves (G3 and T1G1, T1G2). Three graves were unearthed in the necropolis underneath the hillfort and two in the newfound tumulus on the east side near the hillfort. Grave 1 (G1) was a burial in a rectangular stone chest, while graves 2 and 3 (G2 and G3) were constructed out of amorphous stone. The graves in the tumulus (T1G1 and T1G2) were also burials in a rectangular stone chest. The remains in the graves were randomly assembled, overlying one another. The archaeological context suggests that burials in G1, G3 and tumulus grave could represent family tombs. G1 contained the remains of at least eight adults and four subadults. G2 contained the remains of a very fragmented and poorly preserved skeleton of an adult individual. In G3, the remains of at least five adults and one subadult were interred. The MNI in T1G1 was concluded to be nine while T1G2 contained the remains of two adults. 
Two human bone samples were directly radiocarbon dated: G3 is dated to 798-768 cal BCE (2570±15 BP, UCIAMS-271221) while T1G1 is dated to 753-423 cal BCE (2460±15 BP, UCIAMS-271222).

Vuković M. 2019. Malo Libinje – gradina Kneževići. Hrvatski arheološki godišnjak, 15/2018: 621–623.
Vuković M. 2020. Malo Libinje – gradina Kneževići. Hrvatski arheološki godišnjak, 16/2019: 650–652.
Kriletić B. et al. 2021. A case of bipartite patella and vastus notch from Kneževići hillfort – Malo Libinje, Croatia. Journal of Bioanthropology, 1: 81–92.

Morana Vuković, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
mvukovic@amzd.hr























Nadin – Liburnian grave
Unpublished accidental find in the garden of the family house; the artefacts were bought by the Archaeological Museum in Zadar in 2003. The construction of the grave is completely destroyed. According to the finders there were “several dozen grave goods” consisting of various forms of bronze and amber jewellery that can be dated between the 6th and 1st centuries BCE. The continuity of burials in the same grave was already noted among local Liburni, so it is possible that due to the devastation there was more than one grave.

[bookmark: _Hlk205823769]Natalija Čondić, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
ncondic@amzd.hr










































Nin – tombs 58 and 86
These are unpublished excavations conducted in Nin area in 1911 (tomb 58, inventory number 1045-1048) and 1914 (tomb 86, inventory number 1404-1410). There are almost no details or written records about these excavations. Tomb 58 contained the remains of a subadult while tomb 86 contained cranial elements belonging to two individuals (a subadult and an adult female). Based on the grave inventory both tombs can be dated to the Early Iron Age (8th/7th c. BCE).

[bookmark: _Hlk205824932]Natalija Čondić, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
ncondic@amzd.hr











































Nin – Solana
Protective excavations at the Gornji most site in Nin were conducted in 1956 and 1958 led by archaeologists from the Archaeological Museum in Zadar. During the excavation 110 graves were discovered in total: 68 Iron Age Liburnian burials while the rest were graves from the Roman period. The level of the graves was below today's sea level. Liburnian graves were mainly built of stone slabs placed vertically with average dimensions of about 100 x 60cm and the deceased in crouched position. There are also some burials where the deceased were buried directly in the ground as well as several subadult burials in ceramic vessels. Based on the recorded grave inventory all burials can be dated to the Iron Age (9th-2nd c. BCE).

[bookmark: _Hlk205826783]Suić M. 1960. Rad Arheološkog muzeja u Zadru od oslobođenja do 1959. godine. Diadora, 1: 197-212.
[bookmark: _Hlk205824174]Batović Š. 1969. Nin u prapovijesno doba. Radovi Instituta Jugoslavenske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti u Zadru, 16/17: 9-59.
Suić M., Batović Š., Belošević J. 1968. Nin: problemi arheoloških istraživanja. Zadar: Arheološki muzej Zadar.

[bookmark: _Hlk205826747]Natalija Čondić, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
ncondic@amzd.hr


































Nin – Ždrijac
Systematic archaeological excavation of the prehistoric and early medieval necropolis at Ždrijac Beach north of Nin was conducted between 1969 and 1977 and led by archaeologists from the Archaeological Museum in Zadar. Prehistoric grave 21 was located at the edge of the sandy beach representing a group of partially submerged burials. The grave contained a sword which is a very rare find in Liburnian funerary contexts.  
One human bone sample from grave 21 was directly radiocarbon dated to 771-545 cal BCE (2500±15 BP, UCIAMS-271220).

Suić M. 1960. Rad Arheološkog muzeja u Zadru od oslobođenja do 1959. godine. Diadora, 1: 197-212.
Batović Š. 1969. Nin u prapovijesno doba. Radovi Instituta Jugoslavenske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti u Zadru, 16/17: 9-59.
Suić M., Batović Š., Belošević J. 1968. Nin: problemi arheoloških istraživanja. Zadar: Arheološki muzej Zadar.

[bookmark: _Hlk205827515]Natalija Čondić, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
ncondic@amzd.hr



































Nin – Rašnovac
Rašnovac is an area located east of Nin where three burial mounds were discovered and excavated in 1983 by archaeologists from the Archaeological Museum in Zadar. These mounds are unique because they were earthen and of large dimensions which is a rarity in northern Dalmatia. Due to intensive agricultural use and land reclamation the mounds were partially lowered and levelled. Based on the characteristics of pottery and bronze finds in the graves the use of these mounds can be dated to the late phases of the Bronze Age.

Batović Š. 1984. Zaštitno istraživanje grobnih humaka kod Nina. Obavijesti Hrvatskog arheološkog društva, 16: 15-17.

[bookmark: _Hlk205828247]Natalija Čondić, Archaeological Museum in Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
ncondic@amzd.hr







































Obličevac – Gomila
The site is located in in the Southern Dalmatian hinterland, 8 km northwest of the town of Ploče, 500 meters southeast of the village of Puljani, which belongs to the municipality of Plina-Jezero. The investigated stone mound (78 m a.s.l.) is located on the northern slope of Obličevac hill (274 m a.s.l.).
In 2014, the archaeological company Kaducej Ltd. conducted a protective archaeological investigation of the stone mound, due to the direct threat to the stone mound from works in the Obličevac quarry. Both in the recent past and due to more recent quarry activities, the mound was exposed to numerous devastations, which is why it partially lost its original shape and was found in an irregular shape, oriented northwest-southeast, measuring 20 m in length, 17m in width, and 3m in height. During the excavation four burials were identified.
Under the outer, about 30 cm thick mantle, three graves (1, 2, and 3) were found. The graves are relatively regularly arranged on top of the mound. Grave 1 is located in the centre of the mound, grave 2 about three meters southwest, and grave 3 about 4 meters northeast of it, which gives the perception that they were buried in a regular order of northeast-southwest orientation. All three graves were buried in the original mantle of the mound and were constructed using the same technique. Graves 1 and 3 contained the remains of decomposed long bones, while grave 2 was completely empty. Only on the basis of the slightly trapezoidal shape of graves 1 and 3, we can assume that the deceased were buried with their heads to the west. Based on the radiocarbon analysis of the bone sample from grave 1, we can assume that all three burials belong to Early Modern period.
Grave 4 is located 3 m west of the centre of the mound, on a relatively flat bedrock with a northwest–southeast orientation. The deceased in grave 4 was laid at the bottom of rectangular shaped cist made of stone slabs. Although the skeleton is not completely preserved and some bones are probably dislocated, based on the arrangement of the bones and the dimensions of the cist, it is possible to assume that he was buried in a crouched position. The small and poorly preserved fragments make it difficult to date the found ceramic material more precisely. However, the prehistoric pottery fragments found at the site can be dated at least roughly to the Bronze Age. One human bone sample from grave 4 was directly radiocarbon dated to 1365-1120 cal BCE (2990 ± 30 BP, Beta-381239).

Tresić Pavičić D. 2014. Puljani – kamena gomila na k.č. 675, k.o. Plina. Hrvatski arheološki godišnjak, 11/2014: 708-710.

Dinko Tresić Pavičić, Kaducej Ltd., 21000 Split, Croatia
dtresic@gmail.com

















Rudine – Izvor Cetine 
The results published in this paper were obtained from several burials in stone mounds excavated by the Archaeological Museum in Split in 1958 at several locations at the Cetina River source. The burials in question were excavated in mounds T19 and T21 located on the flat karstic field called Rudine, located just a few hundred meters north of the river source. Over 50 stone mounds have been registered in this relatively small area. 
[bookmark: _Hlk217403154][bookmark: _Hlk217403404]Mound T19 was located on the western side of the field. The diameter of the mound was about 17 m with the height of the central plateau of about 2.4 m. Four burials containing the remains of five individuals (three proper graves and one skeleton laid in the rocky deposit) were recovered. Grave 1 (the burial in the rocky deposit), located on the southwestern part of the mound, contained the skeleton of an older adult individual laid on the back in a stretched position, while Grave 4, located on the central plateau, contained the remains of two individuals (both adults), one (chronologically older) whose remains were placed along the stone plates surrounding the grave, and the other laid in a crouched position on their right side. Large quantities of fragmented pottery were recovered from within the graves but also from the rocky deposit covering the mound, probably representing the remains of the funeral feast. All diagnostic fragments date the use of the mound to the Early Bronze Age Cetina Culture.
[bookmark: _Hlk217404559]Mound T21 was oval shaped with the diameter of about 13.6 m and the height of the central plateau of about 1.6 m. The mound contained a central burial made of stone slabs containing the remains of an adult individual laid on the side in the crouched position, but also poorly preserved subadult remains found in the rocky deposit. Direct radiocarbon from mound T21 date places the use of the grave between 1867 and 1619 cal BCE (3406±29 BP, FTMC-NP44-1).

[bookmark: _Hlk217404628][bookmark: _Hlk217404844]Marović I. 1992. Istraživanja kamenih gomila cetinske kulture u srednjoj Dalmaciji. Vjesnik za historiju i arheologiju dalmatinsku, 84: 15-214. 
Milošević A. 1998. Arheološka topografija Cetine. Split: Muzej hrvatskih arheoloških spomenika.


























Stari Grad  
Pharos (modern Stari Grad) on the island of Hvar (central Dalmatia, Croatia) represents one of the latest Greek apoikiai in the western Mediterranean, while at the same time constituting one of the oldest urban settlements in the Adriatic. Founded in a deep and well-protected bay, the Greek colony of Pharos was established in 385/384 BCE by settlers from Paros, with the support of Dionysius the Elder, Greek tyrant in Syracuse, Sicily. It subsequently became one of the key agents of regional transformations during the final centuries BCE. The island was already inhabited from the Neolithic period onward, and prior to the arrival of the Greeks in the Adriatic, an Iron Age local settlement existed in the area of Stari Grad.
The graves analysed in this article represent the first archaeologically investigated burials associated with ancient Stari Grad, apparently dating to the period immediately preceding—or possibly contemporaneous with—the processes leading to the establishment and urban organization of the Greek city. They were discovered during recent archaeological research conducted by the Institute of Archaeology in cooperation with the Museum of Stari Grad, within the framework of the Adriacos Project funded by the Croatian Science Foundation. Grave 2/2022/SU11 and Grave 1/2023/SU14 were discovered south of the Stari Grad historic core, at the western edge of the Stari Grad plain, in the area known as Peča. Both represent inhumation burials deposited without grave goods in natural fissures of the bedrock. Grave 2/2022/SU11 yielded partially preserved skeletal remains of an adult individual, with features suggesting a middle-aged male (approximately 38–48 years). In contrast, Grave 1/2023/SU14 contained a well-preserved skeleton of a subadult individual, likely an older child or early adolescent (approximately 11–12 years). 

Jeličić Radonić J., Katić M. 2015. Faros: osnivanje antičkog grada. Split: Književni krug.
Kirigin B. 2006. Pharos: The Pharian settlement in Dalmatia. Oxford: Archaeopress.
Ugarković M., Konestra A., Domines Peter P., Korić M., Turkalj K., Popović S. 2023.
Topografija i stratigrafija jugoistočnoga predgrađa antičkoga Fara: prvi podaci iz probnih
arheoloških istraživanja. Annales Instituti Archaeologici, 19: 92-123.

Marina Ugarković Džafić, Institute of Archaeology, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia
mugarkovic@iarh.hr






















Stobreč 
Stobreč is a small coastal settlement located a few kilometres southeast of Split, on the central eastern Adriatic coast (Dalmatia, Croatia). In historical and archaeological terms, the site is best known as the ancient settlement of Epetion (Greek: Έπέτιον), a Hellenistic urban centre of the last centuries BCE that continued into the Roman and Late Roman periods. As such, it represents one of the oldest urban settlements in the coastal region and one of the few clearly associated with the presence of ancient Greeks in Dalmatia. Recent protective archaeological excavations conducted by the Institute of Archaeology (ongoing since 2024, in cooperation with Kantharos d.o.o.) have demonstrated that human occupation of the Stobreč peninsula significantly predates the Greek presence in the Adriatic. Material evidence indicates not only the existence of a local Iron Age settlement, but also a prehistoric occupation phase dating back at least to the mid-2nd millennium BCE (Middle Bronze Age in regional chronology). Archaeological remains of the Middle and Late Bronze Age settlement—including domestic structures, clay ovens, tools, and pottery—offer valuable insight into everyday life. In addition, several graves provide evidence of burial practices within the settlement. Grave 1 (discovered in 2025 and presented in this study) contained the burial of a newborn child placed inside a ceramic vessel and deposited within the settlement, most likely beneath the floor of a house. Apart from the skeletal remains, the grave contained only a single cattle bone, possibly of symbolic or ritual significance. The grave is dated within the earlier Late Bronze Age horizon of the settlement. 

Faber A. 1983. Bedemi Epetiona – Stobreč kod Splita. Prilozi Instituta za arheologiju, 1: 17-37.
Ugarković M., Romac N. 2025. (Pred-)Epetij, prapovijesno i antičko naselje: preliminarne spoznaje iz istraživanja 2024. godine. Annales Instituti archaeologici, 21: 48-66.

Marina Ugarković Džafić, Institute of Archaeology, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia
mugarkovic@iarh.hr


























Turanj – Gradina
[bookmark: _Hlk217461422][bookmark: _Hlk217461229]The site of Gradina in Turanj is located on the first lime-stone elevation along the coast, in the immediate hinterland between the present-day settlements of Sv. Petar na Moru and Turanj in the municipality of Sv. Filip i Jakov. Research at Gradina was done by the Department of Archaeology of the University of Zadar since 2016 and was continuously conducted until 2019, and after the COVID-19 pandemic it was resumed in 2024 when a part of the fortification walls west of the entrance was excavated. Two burials containing human remains were discovered: Grave 1, without any burial architecture, was characterised by a larger quantity of teeth, few fragments of other bones, and metal objects such as bronze saltaleones and artifacts that are mainly interpreted as hair ornaments; Grave 2 was built on the bedrock in the form of a stone cist with a massive lid containing the remains of a subadult and only a few small fragments of pottery. The preliminary analysis showed that both burials contained the remains of two subadults each. Direct radiocarbon from G2 date places the use of the grave between 1505 and 1413 cal BCE (3190±30 BP, Beta-719669).

Čelhar M. 2025. Arheološka istraživanja na lokalitetu gradina u Turnju. In situ, 3: 52-59.  

Martina Čelhar, Department of Archaeology, University of Zadar, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
mcelhar@unizd.hr


































Tuzi – Planinica  
The mountain massif known as Planinica is located east of Podgorica at 267 m above sea level on
the northern part of the Zeta plain in modern-day Montenegro. The Cijevna River, a tributary of the Morača River, surrounds the massif from the north and west. Archaeological investigation at Planinica was carried out in 2012 and led by archaeologists from the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. 
During the investigation, on the eastern edge of the massif, below the very top of Planinica, three burial mounds were registered: Tumul I located in the central part of the edge, Tumul II located in the eastern part, and Tumul III in the southeastern part, i.e. on the slope. The position of the tumuli is relatively linear, with Tumulus II in the middle.
Oval in plan, Tumulus I is quite damaged, with a sarcophagus in the central part made of four upright stone slabs with a stone lid inside the sarcophagus itself. Without any trace of a burial, the interior of the sarcophagus was filled with a homogeneous clayey humus mixed with a large number of small stones.
Tumulus II is the largest and best-preserved structure, with an oval plan that tends towards a circular one. The surface was covered with large stone blocks, while smaller ones fill the interior. As within Tumulus I, a sarcophagus consisting of four upright stone slabs was found in the central part of the structure, and the lid was not preserved. The interior of the sarcophagus was filled with a homogeneous clayey humus mixed with a large number of small stones. The sarcophagus
shows traces of looting, and numerous small bone fragments were found inside it with two
artifacts: 1) the so-called 'spectacled spiral' allows for a relative chronological determination into the Late Bronze Age; 2) a bone bead is much less helpful in dating. The sarcophagus of Tumulus II contained the remains of at least seven individuals.
The worst-preserved of the three tumuli, relatively oval in shape, Tumulus III was barely defined, and it is possible that it was partially destroyed by the construction of modern military structures on the hill. Unlike the other two tumuli, Tumulus III did not contain signs of a sarcophagus. 

Bugaj U. et al. 2013. Bronze-Age stone tumuli on Planinica Hill, obš. Tuzi, Montenegro. Sprawozdania Archeologiczne, 65: 427-433.
Novak M. 2013. Bioarchaeological analysis of the human skeletal remains from tumulus No. 2 on
Planinica Hill, obš. Tuzi, Montenegro. Sprawozdania Archeologiczne, 65: 435-438.

Urszula Zientek-Androulaki, independent researcher, 70007 Malia, Crete, Greece
urszula.androulaki@gmail.com


















Velim – Kosa
In 2013 and 2014, the Archaeological Museum Zadar carried out a rescue excavation at the construction site of Stankovci Photovoltaic Power Station (Zadar County, Northern Dalmatia). Four tumuli (stone burial mounds) were studied. They are located relatively close to each other – some twenty meters away on average. All the excavated tumuli at Velim – Kosa site are mostly built of rubble and, to a lesser extent, of earth. Most of them are well-preserved. Although the tumuli are well-preserved, the grave structures within them are rather damaged. 
The largest Tumulus 1 (Ø 16 m, height 210 cm) was built on a steep terrain on the edge of a mountain range and had a wide dry stone underpinning wall on the north side. Tumulus 1 contained two graves: one for a child (newborn) within the surface stone mantle of the northeastern quadrant and the other built on a ridge, near the centre. The first grave yielded no finds and is most likely a burial from a more recent period. The second grave is a prehistoric burial, is excellently preserved and built in the form of a chest made of vertical stone linings. It was covered with a monolithic stone slab that exceeded the frame of the grave. The grave contained the remains of an adult individual buried in a crouched position on his right side, oriented east-west (head to the west). No items were found in the grave; however, a bronze fibula was found approximately 250 cm east of the burial structure, and most probably originates from this grave. The typology of the fibula (snake-shaped with an extended leg) dates the construction of that burial to the end of the 6th century BCE.
Tumulus 2 (diameter: 9 m; height: 95 cm), Grave 1. This tumulus contains a single, highly devastated, grave structure. Only the northern lining and part of the shorter western side, somewhat dislocated, remain in situ. The grave was filled with dry earth of a compact light-brown colour, mixed with stones. Human bones were found, right next to the lining and throughout the 30 cm-thick layer of the fill, scattered in the area of approx. 100 x 60 cm. The bones were all disordered. Bones and teeth were also found outside the lining slab; obviously, the grave contents had been scattered across the tumulus surface. The positions of the bones indicate that the individual’s head had been oriented west. Of grave goods, one bronze ring and numerous pottery shards were found. 
Tumulus 3 (diameter: 10.7 m; height: 120 cm). A single grave was found in Tumulus 3. It was devastated as only one small stone lining slab remains in situ. The positions of human bones indicate that the grave had been oriented in east-west direction and that the remaining lining slab was part of its shorter, eastern side. No grave goods were found during the cleaning of the grave remains, but a small spirally twisted neck-ring (torque) was found at the peak of the tumulus, underneath the surface stones and 150 cm away from the preserved lining. Pottery shards were found across the entire surface of the tumulus. 
Tumulus 4 was largely damaged by construction machinery. The archaeological layer was completely disturbed, and the tumulus was reduced almost to the level of the surrounding terrain. Despite the damage, a burial was confirmed when two pieces of grave goods (a bronze pair of tweezers and a brooch) were found during the excavation. Unfortunately, the grave architecture was completely destroyed, making it impossible to establish the position of the grave. Numerous pottery shards were also found inside the tumulus and throughout the area around it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk205808690]Based on the scarce grave goods and pottery shards we can date the tumuli to the period between the end of the Late Bronze Age and the end of the Early Iron Age (11th-5th centuries BCE). One human bone sample from Tumulus 3 was directly radiocarbon dated to 1501-1421 cal BCE (3185±20 BP, UCIAMS-233623).
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Vir – Virić
Field prospection conducted on the island of Vir in 2013 by archaeologists from the Archaeological Museum in Zadar revealed the remains of the destroyed burial mound at the site of Virić. It was halved along the north-south axis while the whole western half was completely removed. The diameter of the mound was about 15 meters and height of about 85 cm. It was of regular conical shape; it was constructed of stones of different sizes and dimensions. In the centre of the mound, a grave constructed of stone slabs placed vertically was recorded. The grave was destroyed and filled with rocks (from previous devastation). Dislocated human bones (mostly the skull and teeth) were found in the grave at a depth of 60 cm. Pottery fragments were found around the bones in the grave. The mound can be roughly dated to the later prehistoric periods (Iron Age).
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Vis – Mijurovac 
During construction works in 2019 in Vis (island of Vis), in the Mijurovac area (Molo Bonda), a Late Hellenistic tomb was discovered. The tomb was constructed using four massive stone slabs typical of the southwest Issa necropolis. The tomb was built within a small limestone pavement that had been
further enlarged by carving for this purpose, clearly visible on the bedrock on the east and west sides of the grave. Similar situations have been recorded in numerous examples in the southwest and east Issa necropolis. Among the mixed bones inside the grave, ten ceramic vessels, one carrier (divider) for ceramics (used in pottery kilns), a silver coin, two bronze rings, and an iron strigil were found. The discovered vessels included a locally produced Gnathia-style scyphos, two West Slope-style oenochoes and pelikes, and grey-coated vessels of local Issa production (oenochoes, pyxides), as well as fine ceramics (pyxides, unguentaria), a loom weight, strigil, two bronze rings, a bronze double-looped omega needle, and a silver Republican denarius minted in Rome in 148 BCE.
Typologically, these vessels were crafted in the 3rd century BCE, with the majority dating to the 2nd century BCE. The burial itself occurred slightly after the middle of the 2nd century BCE. The excavation determined that only one person had interred in the grave.
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Vrsi – Mulo
In 1973, protective excavations of burial mounds were carried out by archaeologists from the Archaeological Museum in Zadar in the village of Vrsi, at the Kosa kod Mula site. The mounds were located on a small rocky elevation between 1 and 13 m from the sealine. 11 mounds were visible at the time; some noticeably destroyed due to the removal of stones. All were made of stones, between 3 and 22 m in diameter, and preserved at a height of 50-120 cm. They were positioned 5-50 m apart, in an area of 500 x 100 m. All discovered graves were damaged to a certain extent. Except for two, all graves were located in a cultural layer. The deceased were positioned on their sides in a crouched position with various orientations. Mound 8 was the only mound where it was possible to discern the classification and relationship of the graves as they were mainly arranged in two concentric rows.
Grave goods were quite rare and found only in three graves in mound 8: in the first a spondylus pendant, in the second a spiral-shaped fibula and one glass bead, and in the third a pin of a fibula and a lead disc. Based on the preserved artefacts the burials could be dated to the Iron Age, but the spondylus pendant may be earlier. There was a large amount of pottery fragments dated to the younger phase of the Eneolithic and the beginning of the Bronze Age, while some fragments had general characteristics of the Bronze and Iron Ages. Two human bone fragments were directly radiocarbon dated: 1) mound 8, grave 4, individual B is dated to 782-567 cal BCE (2530±15 BP, UCIAMS-271225); 2) mound 8, grave 6 is dated to 2201-2038 cal BCE (3730±15 BP, UCIAMS-271226).

Batović Š. 1973. Kosa kod Mula, Vrsi – prethistorijsko groblje. Arheološki pregled, 15: 27-31.
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Zabrđe – Popov dol
In 2018, a rescue archaeological excavation led by archaeologists from the company Delmat Galiot Ltd. was carried out as part of the construction works for the future State Road DC 414, section Sparagovići – Doli. The research focused on a cairn/tumulus located in Popov Dol, west of the Crkvena Glavica elevation on the Pelješac Peninsula. The investigation revealed that the structure of the burial chamber (SU 5) mostly extended within the northern half of the tumulus. It was constructed in the form of a stone box made of two longer and two shorter rectangular stone slabs, covered with a roughly rectangular stone slab. The chamber was filled with reddish-brown soil and
small pieces of stone. Upon emptying the chamber’s fill, the remains of the deceased were found to be in extremely poor condition, mixed and lacking proper orientation. The likely cause of this condition was the action of water and environmental factors, as well as rodent activity. Based on
direct radiocarbon analysis of a bone, the grave was dated to the 4th century BCE. It is most likely associated with a member of the indigenous population, although it was not determined which ethnic group inhabited this part of the Pelješac Peninsula with certainty.

Galiot S. 2019. Popov dol – tumul. Hrvatski arheološki godišnjak, 15/2018: 960-961.

Slavko Galiot, Delmat Galiot Ltd., 21000 Split, Croatia
info@delmatgaliot.hr
























