Supplementary table 1. Search strategy for each database
	Engine
	Strategy
	Results

	Pubmed
	(Methylprednisolone OR Metipred OR Medrol OR Urbason)
	152

	
	("heart surgery" OR "Cardiac surgery" OR "Surgical Procedure, Cardiac" OR "Surgical Procedures, Cardiac" OR "Heart Surgical Procedure" OR "Heart Surgical Procedures" OR "Procedure, Heart Surgical" OR "Procedures, Heart Surgical" OR "Surgical Procedure, Heart" OR "Surgical Procedures, Heart" OR "Cardiac Surgical Procedure" OR "Procedures, Cardiac Surgical" OR "Procedure, Cardiac Surgical")
	

	
	(Child OR Infants OR Children)
	

	Scopus
	TITLE-ABS-KEY(Methylprednisolone OR Metipred OR Medrol OR Urbason)
	293

	
	TITLE-ABS-KEY("heart surgery" OR "Cardiac surgery" OR "Surgical Procedure, Cardiac" OR "Surgical Procedures, Cardiac" OR "Heart Surgical Procedure" OR "Heart Surgical Procedures" OR "Procedure, Heart Surgical" OR "Procedures, Heart Surgical" OR "Surgical Procedure, Heart" OR "Surgical Procedures, Heart" OR "Cardiac Surgical Procedure" OR "Procedures, Cardiac Surgical" OR "Procedure, Cardiac Surgical")
	

	
	TITLE-ABS-KEY(Child OR Infants OR Children)
	

	Web of Science
	(Methylprednisolone OR Metipred OR Medrol OR Urbason)
	72

	
	("heart surgery" OR "Cardiac surgery" OR "Surgical Procedure, Cardiac" OR "Surgical Procedures, Cardiac" OR "Heart Surgical Procedure" OR "Heart Surgical Procedures" OR "Procedure, Heart Surgical" OR "Procedures, Heart Surgical" OR "Surgical Procedure, Heart" OR "Surgical Procedures, Heart" OR "Cardiac Surgical Procedure" OR "Procedures, Cardiac Surgical" OR "Procedure, Cardiac Surgical")
	

	
	(Child OR Infants OR Children)
	

	Embase
	methylprednisolone'/exp OR 'methylprednisolone'
	176

	
	heart surgery'
	

	
	child'
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL SEARCH
	693

	
	
	
	DUPLICATES
	269

	
	
	
	TOTAL REGISTERS AFTER DUPLICATES REMOVED
	424



