Supplementary Table S1. Sensitivity Analysis for Full Sample Including Psychiatric Disorders
	
	
	AOR (95% CI)
	
	

	Subgroup
	Peer Relationship
	Primary Analysis (Excluding)
	Sensitivity Analysis (Including)
	Directional Consistency

	Children
	BF
	2.25 (1.63–3.09)
	2.09 (1.53–2.85)
	Yes

	Children
	PG
	1.77 (1.33–2.35)
	1.87 (1.42–2.47)
	Yes

	Adolescents
	BF
	2.30 (1.45–3.64)
	2.23 (1.48–3.37)
	Yes

	Adolescents
	PG
	0.69 (0.48–0.98)
	0.64 (0.46–0.90)
	Yes


BF, best friend; PG, peer group; AOR, adjusted odds ratio; CI, confidence interval.


Supplementary Table S2. Sensitivity Analysis: Three-Category Academic Performance Outcome (high and upper-middle vs. middle vs. lower-middle and low)
	
	
	AOR (95% CI)
	
	

	Subgroup
	Peer Relationship
	Primary Analysis (Binary)
	Sensitivity Analysis (Tertiary)
	Directional Consistency

	Children
	BF
	2.25 (1.63–3.09)
	2.25 (1.64–3.09)
	Yes

	Children
	PG
	1.77 (1.33–2.35)
	1.77 (1.33–2.36)
	Yes

	Adolescents
	BF
	2.30 (1.45–3.64)
	2.30 (1.45–3.64)
	Yes

	Adolescents
	PG
	0.69 (0.48–0.98)
	0.69 (0.48–0.98)
	Yes


BF, best friend; PG, peer group; AOR, adjusted odds ratio; CI, confidence interval.


Supplementary Table S3. Sensitivity Analysis: Combined Model Including Both BF and PG Simultaneously as Predictors
	
	
	AOR (95% CI)
	
	

	Subgroup
	Peer Relationship
	Primary Analysis (Separate)
	Sensitivity Analysis (Combined)
	Directional Consistency

	Children
	BF
	2.25 (1.63–3.09)
	1.96 (1.37–2.81)
	Yes

	Children
	PG
	1.77 (1.33–2.35)
	1.45 (1.04–2.01)
	Yes

	Adolescents
	BF
	2.30 (1.45–3.64)
	2.96 (1.84–4.77)
	Yes

	Adolescents
	PG
	0.69 (0.48–0.98)
	0.53 (0.37–0.77)
	Yes


[bookmark: _GoBack]BF, best friend; PG, peer group; AOR, adjusted odds ratio; CI, confidence interval. BF and PG were entered simultaneously as predictors alongside all covariates (age, sex, household income, parental education, urban/rural residence). Variance inflation factors (VIF) were below 2.0 for all predictors in both the children’s and adolescents’ models.


