Appendix C 
Procedure
Depending on the condition subgroup, the further part of instruction was as follows: 
· In the experimental group with priming of upward comparisons: “Then, please indicate which features make you worse than this person. If you find a specific feature as different to your disadvantage, please select the <<I am worse>> option and indicate how much this characteristic makes you worse than the person on the scale provided (where 1 indicates “a little worse” and 7 indicates “definitely worse”). In other cases, click the button <<Skip>> and go to the next part”. 
· In the experimental group with priming of downward comparisons: “Then, please indicate which features make you better than this person. If you find a specific feature as different to your advantage, please select the <<I am better>> option and indicate how much this characteristic makes you better than the person on the scale provided (where 1 indicates “a little better” and 7 indicates “definitely better”). In other cases, click the button <<Skip>> and go to the next part”.  
· In the experimental group with priming of similarities: “Then, please indicate which features make you similar to this person. If you find a specific feature as common, please select the <<It connects me to this person>> option and indicate how much this characteristic connects you to the person on the scale provided (where 1 indicates “a bit” and 7 indicates “definitely”). In other cases, click the button <<Skip>> and go to the next part”.  
· In the control group (i.e. with non-directional priming): “Then, please indicate which features make you similar to this person and which make you different from them. If you find a specific feature as common, please select the <<It connects me to this person>> option.  If you find a specific feature as different to your advantage, please select the <<I am  better>> option. If you find a specific feature as different to your disadvantage, please select the <<I am worse>> option. In all cases, indicate how much this characteristic makes you either similar or better or worse than the person on the scale provided (where 1 indicates “a bit” and 7 indicates “definitely”).  
