Appendix F
Starting with TTFF, in line with the results presented in the manuscript, we found that after the inclusion of a covariate, the effect of depression remained significant, F(1,200) = 7.01, p < .01, η² = .03, indicating that depressive individuals focused longer on any type of information. We also confirmed the main effect of type of information, F(1,200) = 9.80, p < .01, η² = .05, showing that participants fixated faster on positive rather than negative features. No interaction effects reached statistical significance, thus replicating the pattern reported in the manuscript.
Moving on to dwell time, the main effect of depression remained non-significant after inclusion of the covariate, F(1,200) = 2.87, p = .09. In contrast, the main effect of type of information was consistent with the results presented in the manuscript, F(1,200) = 111.96, p < .001, η² = .36, indicating that participants focused longer on negative than positive features.
We further confirmed the significant effect of priming condition on dwell time, F(1,200) = 4.82, p = .003, η² = .07, replicating the previous findings and indicating that the control group fixated on both negative and positive features for the shortest duration compared to all other conditions. Similarly, interaction patterns largely mirrored those reported in the manuscript: the type of information × depression interaction and the type of information × priming interaction both remained significant after inclusion of the covariate, F(1,200) = 7.37, p = .007, η² = .04, and F(3,200) = 10.18, p < .001, η² = .13, respectively.
The three-way interaction of depression × type of information × priming showed a marginal trend but did not reach statistical significance, F(3,200) = 2.52, p = .059, η² = .036, as previously reported.
Exploratory analyses of this three-way interaction revealed that, in the upward condition, depressed individuals showed shorter dwell times than healthy participants. In the similarity condition, depressed individuals focused shorter on negative features than healthy individuals, and within this group they also attended to negative features shorter than to positive ones. Healthy participants, in turn, showed longer dwell times for negative features in both downward and similarity-based conditions, whereas no significant effects were found in the control condition.
The only deviations from the results reported in the manuscript concerned the lack of significant differences in the upward condition for the healthy group (p = .77), as well as the absence of increased dwell time on negative features among depressed individuals in the downward condition (p = .059). Finally, no significant priming-related effects were observed in the healthy group.
Taken together, the overall pattern of results and conclusions reported in the manuscript was largely replicated after controlling for individual differences in social comparison tendencies, with only minor deviations in some exploratory analyses of the non-significant three-way interaction.
