Appendix D 
Manipulation check
We need to acknowledge that the dwell time depended on social comparisons conditions: the control group (with no manipulation; i.e. with non-directional SC) looked at all the presented adjectives for the shortest time, which suggests that the study manipulation worked. Also, participants from the group with no manipulation looked at the negative adjectives for a shorter period than all the other groups. In the case of positive adjectives, participants of the group with no manipulation looked at positive adjectives for a shorter period than participants of the group with upward comparisons. This result might suggest that the experimental request encouraged people to pay more attention to the stimuli presented, which resulted in the intended effect of longer focus time.
