Supplementary Table S2. Model information and query settings
	Chatbot platform
	Model identifier displayed in the user interface
	Provider
	Access route
	Subscription / access status
	Source status
	Web-browsing or citation function used
	Query date
	Query location
	Input language
	Output language
	Notes on model transparency

	ChatGPT
	ChatGPT Plus 5.4
	OpenAI
	Web interface
	Paid subscription (Plus)
	Proprietary / closed-source
	Yes
	April 20, 2026
	Kampong Reteh, Singapore
	English
	English
	Underlying base model, fine-tuning status, safeguards, retrieval components, and update history were not independently verifiable; relevant model details were recorded as not publicly disclosed when unavailable.

	Gemini
	Gemini 3.0 Pro
	Google DeepMind
	Web interface
	Registered premium access as displayed
	Proprietary / closed-source
	Yes
	April 21, 2026
	Kampong Reteh, Singapore
	English
	English
	Underlying base model, fine-tuning status, safeguards, retrieval components, and update history were not independently verifiable; relevant model details were recorded as not publicly disclosed when unavailable.

	Perplexity
	Perplexity
	Perplexity AI
	Web interface
	Public web subscription not specified
	Proprietary platform / closed-source
	Yes
	April 22, 2026
	Kampong Reteh, Singapore
	English
	English
	Underlying base model, fine-tuning status, safeguards, retrieval components, and update history were not independently verifiable; relevant model details were recorded as not publicly disclosed when unavailable.

	DeepSeek
	DeepSeek-V3.1
	DeepSeek
	Web interface
	Public web access
	Open-source model weights; hosted web service
	Yes
	April 23, 2026
	Nanjing, China
	English
	English
	Although model weights were publicly available, the hosted service configuration, safeguards, retrieval components, and deployment-time updates could not be independently verified.

	Copilot
	Copilot
	Microsoft
	Web interface
	Public web subscription not specified
	Proprietary / closed-source
	Yes
	April 24, 2026
	Kampong Reteh, Singapore
	English
	English
	Underlying base model, fine-tuning status, safeguards, retrieval components, and update history were not independently verifiable; relevant model details were recorded as not publicly disclosed when unavailable.

	Doubao
	Doubao
	ByteDance
	App interface
	Public app access; subscription not specified
	Proprietary / closed-source
	Yes
	April 25, 2026
	Nanjing, China
	English
	English
	Underlying base model, fine-tuning status, safeguards, retrieval components, and update history were not independently verifiable; relevant model details were recorded as not publicly disclosed when unavailable.


Note. Model identifiers were recorded exactly as displayed in the user interface at the time of querying. All queries were conducted within a one-week period from April 20 to April 26, 2026. For proprietary or closed-source chatbot platforms, the underlying base model, fine-tuning status, deployment-time safeguards, retrieval components, and post-deployment update history could not be independently verified by the investigators. Therefore, unavailable information such as release dates, last-update dates, model parameters, and fine-tuning details was recorded as “not publicly disclosed.” The results should be interpreted as platform-level performance under the specified access conditions and query period, rather than as definitive performance of a stable underlying model architecture.

