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The minimum number of samples required (N=6) to get a statistically significant result in biochemical and molecular studies was chosen based
on previously reported similar studies (Nat Med 11(8):867-874, 2005; J Am Soc Nephrol 22:1041-1052, 2011; Diabetes 63:1366-1380, 2014; J
Am Soc Nephrol 27:3331-3344, 2016).

Number of animals in each group (N=16) was determined based on the minimum number of animals required to obtain sufficient amount of
samples (e.g., blood, organ homogenate etc.) to perform biochemical and molecular studies, and recommendation of the Institutional Animal
Ethics Committee (IAEC).

No data were excluded.

All the experimental findings were reliably reproduced by replicating the experiments in both mice and cellular systems.

Experimental and control mice were randomly chosen from littermates having the correct genotype. Random samples from two experiments
were selected for biochemical, histological and molecular analysis. Experiments were not randomized.

No blinding was used during experiments or data analysis. Only, the clinical histopathologist was completely blinded to the samples
(treatment groups) during histopathological observations and scoring.

Primary antibody in IHC: Rat anti-mouse CD68 antibody (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, India). This monoclonal antibody is cross-reactive
to CD-68 of mouse, rat and human origin.

Secondary antibody in IHC: HRP-conjugated rabbit anti-rat secondary antibody (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, India).

Both primary and secondary antibodies are well-validated in the literature (Primary: Nat Biomed Eng 2:810–821, 2018; J Clin Invest
129(4):1684-1698, 2019 and Secondary: Sci Adv 7(26): eabg2517, 2021; Cell Rep 34: 108756, 2021).

Human Embryonic Kidney Cells (HEK 293) were obtained from National Centre for Cell Sciences (NCCS), India.

Authentication was done by NCCS as per internal quality control procedure. No further authentication was performed.

Mycoplasma contamination was checked using commercially available test kit (Himedia, India) as per manufacturer's
instruction.




