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Table S1. Quality assessment of the included studies on pesticide exposure and risk of Alzheimer’s disease. 

Table S1A Quality assessment of the cohort studies on pesticide exposure and Alzheimer’s disease. 

 
Selection Comparability Exposure 

 

 
1 2 3 4 5A 5B 6 7 8 

 

Study 

Indicates 

exposed 

cohort truly 

representative 

Non-exposure 

cohort drawn 

from the 

same 

community 

Ascertainment 

of exposure 

by structured 

interview 

Outcome 

of interest 

not 

present at 

start 

Cohorts 

comparable 

on basis of 

age, sex, and 

education 

level 

Cohorts 

comparable 

on other 

factor(s) 

Quality of 

outcome 

assessment 

Enough 

follow-up 

period for 

outcome 

to occur  

Complete 

accounting 

for cohorts 

Overall 

quality 

score 

Baldi et al. 2003 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 6 

Tyas et al. 2001 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8 

Hayden et al. 2010 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 8 

The study quality was assessed according to the Newcastle Ottawa Quality assessment scale for cohort studies. This scale awards a maximum of 9 points to each study: 4 for 

selection, 2 for comparability, and 3 for exposure (for cohort study). 1 = “Yes”, 0 = “No”, “Unable to determine” or “Not available”. For cohort studies, 1, indicates exposed 

cohort truly representative; 2, non-exposed cohort drawn from the same community; 3, ascertainment of exposure by JEM; 4, outcome of interest not present at start; 5A, 

cohorts comparable on basis of age, sex, and education level; 5B, cohorts comparable on other factor(s); 6, quality of outcome assessment; 7, enough follow-up period for 

outcome to occur; and 8, complete accounting for cohorts. 

Abbreviations: AD, Alzheimer’s disease 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table S1B Quality assessment of the case-control studies on pesticide exposure and Alzheimer’s disease. 

 
Selection Comparability Exposure 

 

 
1 2 3 4 5A 5B 6 7 8 

 

Study 

Indicates case 

independently 

validated 

Case are 

representative 

of population 

Community 

controls 

Controls 

have no 

AD 

Study 

controls 

for age or 

sex or 

education 

level 

Study 

controls 

for 

additional 

factor(s) 

Ascertainment 

of exposure 

by blinded 

interview  

Same method 

of 

ascertainment 

used for case 

and controls  

Non-response 

rate the same 

for cases and 

controls 

Overall 

quality 

score 

Gun et al. 1997 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 

CSHA et al. 1994 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7 

Gauthier et al. 

2001 
1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 8 

French et al. 1985 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 

The study quality was assessed according to the Newcastle Ottawa Quality assessment scale for case-control studies. This scale awards a maximum of 9 points to each study: 

4 for selection, 2 for comparability, and 3 for assessment of exposure (for case-control study). 1 = “Yes”, 0 = “No”, “Unable to determine” or “Not available”. For 

case-control studies, 1, indicates cases independently validated; 2, cases are representative of population; 3, community or population based controls; 4, controls have no 

Alzheimer’s disease; 5A, study controls for age or sex or education level; 5B, study controls for additional factor(s); 6, ascertainment of exposure by blinded interview; 7, 

same method of ascertainment used for cases and controls; and 8, non-response rate the same for cases and controls. 

Abbreviations: AD, Alzheimer’s disease; CSHA, Canadian Study of Health and Aging. 
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