Online Appendix

1) Compilation of biographical data

Our first port of call for the biographical data of MPs was obviously the House of Commons website (https://members.parliament.uk/members/Commons). While pages for individual MPs do not contain much biographical detail (apart from election times and results), they do provide links to personal and party sites of parliamentarians. These websites are the major source of our data collection. For missing data on MPs birthplace, schools and/or council membership we employed other search strategies, often starting from Wikipedia in the first instance. While we are aware of the questionable validity of information on Wikipedia pages, the site does provide an enormous amount of links to further sources that was used to either double check Wikipedia entries or for further searches. Thus, additional data comes from a wide range of sources, most notably local council websites and local and regional newspapers. 




2) Connections between aspects of localness

In this second section of the appendix we provide an overview of the connection between the various aspects of localness. Insights into possible dependencies help to better capture the findings based on this measurement. To investigate these dependencies, we start by taking a look at some of the major results: we find any local base in 41% of our cases, whereas 20% refer to place of birth in the constituency, 19% to place of school, and 27% to local government experience.

Table A1: Connection between place of birth, place of school and local government experience within the constituency
	
	
	Place of birth
	
	
	

	
	N=2211
	No
	Yes
	
	
	

	Place of school
	No
	72.5%
	5.8%
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	6.1%
	15.7%
	
	
	

	
	
	Place of birth
	
	Place of school

	
	N=2483
	No
	Yes
	N=2290
	No
	Yes

	Local government experience
	No
	62.9%
	10.8%
	No
	63.2%
	10.7%

	
	Yes
	15.9%
	10.4%
	Yes
	15.0%
	11.1%


Notes: All variables are meant to read including “within the district or overlapping with the district” as defined in this section.

The fact that the shares of the two first mentioned measures are almost identical and the concepts are similar – both refer to a person’s origin – might lead to the interpretation that there is a strong connection between both measures. It might be expected that those who are born in a constituency also went to school there. Table A4 shows that this is indeed the case, at least partially. For the majority of the cases (88%), MPs do have either both bases or none of them. However, a considerable number of MPs were born in their constituency but went to school outside (6%) or were born outside but went to school inside (6%). Cramer’s V equals .27 hinting to only a moderate correlation between both measures.
The correlations between local government experience and place of birth or place of school, respectively, are weaker. In both comparisons, roughly three-quarters of the cases are connected with either both or no local base, while a quarter has one base but not the other. Thus, Cramer’s V is lower (.11 for the connection between place of birth and local government experience, .12 for the connection between place of school and local government experience) and indicates that place of birth and place of school are largely independent of local government experience.
3) DRL scores for English standard regions
Table A2: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per English standard region
	Cases
	All
	England
	London
	South East
	South West
	East of England
	East Midlands
	West Midlands
	Yorkshire and the Humber
	North East
	North West

	Any local base in district
	40.6%
	36.7%
	70.4%
	27.9%
	23.6%
	13.7%
	27.7%
	30.5%
	46.6%
	53.4%
	37.5%

	local govt. experience AND (place of birth OR place of school) in district
	12.5%
	12.0%
	25.3%
	5.9%
	7.7%
	1.3%
	8.0%
	9.7%
	10.0%
	28.0%
	16.4%

	Place of birth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	20.0%
	17.1%
	34.3%
	5%
	13.2%
	3.9%
	12.2%
	17.8%
	23.1%
	33.9%
	18.1%

	in nation a)
	61.2%
	64.8%
	45.1%
	72.1%
	65.9%
	86.3%
	80.3%
	62.3%
	62.0%
	54.2%
	57.2%

	in UK b)
	8.6%
	7.5%
	7.7%
	8.3%
	11.4%
	3.9%
	0.5%
	5.9%
	8.1%
	5.9%
	11.8%

	outside UK
	4.6%
	5.2%
	10.1%
	7.1%
	4.1%
	3.0%
	3.7%
	9.7%
	0.5%
	0.0%
	3.6%

	missing
	5.5%
	5.4%
	2.7%
	7.4%
	5.5%
	3.0%
	3.2%
	4.2%
	6.3%
	5.9%
	9.2%

	Place of school
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	19.0%
	16.2%
	34.0%
	7.7%
	9.5%
	4.3%
	5.9%
	12.3%
	20.4%
	34.7%
	21.7%

	in nation a)
	60.5%
	65.4%
	48.1%
	73.6%
	73.2%
	82%
	82.4%
	67.8%
	60.2%
	52.5%
	51.3%

	in UK b)
	6.3%
	5.0%
	5.7%
	5.6%
	7.3%
	3.0%
	1.6%
	4.7%
	4.5%
	0.0%
	7.9%

	outside UK
	1.3%
	1.6%
	2.0%
	2.4%
	2.7%
	0.9%
	0.0%
	2.5%
	3.2%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	missing
	12.8%
	11.7%
	10.1%
	10.7%
	7.3%
	9.9%
	10.1%
	12.7%
	11.8%
	12.7%
	19.1%

	Local government experience
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	27.3%
	26.6%
	49.5%
	23.4%
	15.9%
	10.7%
	23.4%
	21.2%
	26.2%
	39.0%
	29.3%

	outside district
	20.9%
	23.3%
	13.8%
	23.7%
	28.6%
	25.8%
	25.0%
	23.7%
	22.2%
	14.4%
	28.9%

	no
	51.8%
	50.1%
	36.7%
	52.8%
	55.5%
	63.1%
	51.6%
	55.1%
	51.6%
	46.6%
	41.8%

	N
	2627
	2154
	297
	337
	220
	233
	188
	236
	221
	118
	304


Notes: ‘Nation’ refers to England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. a) but outside district; b) but outside nation.

Table A3: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per English standard region and party
	Party
	All
	England
	London
	South East
	South West
	East of England
	East Midlands
	West Midlands
	Yorkshire and the Humber
	North East
	North West

	Conservative
	26.4%
(1314)
	25.2%
(1252)
	62.9%
(97)
	25.7%
(292)
	20.9%
(182)
	8.7%
(206)
	26.1%
(134)
	22.6%
(146)
	42.0%
(81)
	16.7%
(18)
	18.8%
(96)

	Labour
	52.9%
(970)
	53.4%
(816)
	75.8%
(182)
	63.0%
(27)
	23.8%
(21)
	63.2%
(19)
	31.5%
(54)
	43.2%
(88)
	47.7%
(132)
	60.2%
(98)
	44.6%
(195)

	Liberal Democrats
	47.6%
(105)
	50.0%
(80)
	55.6%
(18)
	15.4%
(13)
	52.9%
(17)
	28.6%
(7)
	-
(0)
	50.0%
(2)
	75.0%
(8)
	50.0%
(2)
	69.2%
(13)


Notes: Entries are shares of cases with any local base. In brackets: case numbers.
4) Local base of different cohorts

Table A4: DRL scores (any local base) for incumbent and new MPs in three electoral cohorts
	Election year
	Incumbent MPs
	New 
MPs
	Incumbent MPs with local base
	New MPs with local base
	Share of MPs with local base (incumbent MPs)
	Share of MPs with local base (new MPs)

	2015
	450
	200
	155
	103
	34.4%
	51.5%

	2017
	544
	106
	210
	59
	38.6%
	55.7%

	2019
	468
	182
	193
	83
	41.2%
	45.6%



5) DRL shares based on MPs independent of multiple periods
Table A5: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per region (based on MPs independent of multiple periods)
	MPs
	All
	England
	England excluding London
	London
	Scotland
	Wales
	Northern Ireland

	Any local base in district
	42.9%
	38.0%
	33.0%
	68.6%
	62.9%
	47.0%
	75.8%

	Local government experience AND (place of birth OR place of school) in district
	15.2%
	14.4%
	11.9%
	29.8%
	18.9%
	7.6%
	33.3%

	Place of birth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	22.0%
	18.4%
	15.6%
	35.5%
	36.4%
	28.8%
	42.4%

	in nation a)
	58.5%
	62.4%
	65.6%
	42.1%
	47.6%
	39.4%
	42.4%

	in UK b)
	8.1%
	6.9%
	6.4%
	9.9%
	8.4%
	25.8%
	3.0%

	outside UK
	4.3%
	5.0%
	4.3%
	9.1%
	1.4%
	3.0%
	3.0%

	missing
	7.0%
	7.4%
	8.1%
	3.3%
	6.3%
	3.0%
	9.1%

	Place of school
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	20.3%
	16.5%
	13.8%
	33.1%
	39.2%
	24.2%
	30.3%

	in nation a)
	56.2%
	62.0%
	64.7%
	45.5%
	37.1%
	31.8%
	36.4%

	in UK b)
	5.7%
	4.3%
	3.6%
	8.3%
	4.2%
	28.8%
	3.0%

	outside UK
	1.1%
	1.4%
	1.3%
	1.7%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	missing
	16.7%
	15.8%
	16.5%
	11.6%
	19.6%
	15.2%
	30.3%

	Local government experience
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	29.3%
	28.8%
	25.1%
	51.2%
	30.8%
	18.2%
	60.6%

	outside district
	19.7%
	22.7%
	24.3%
	13.2%
	5.6%
	16.7%
	6.1%

	no
	50.4%
	47.8%
	49.9%
	34.7%
	63.6%
	65.2%
	30.3%

	N
	1108
	866
	745
	121
	143
	66
	33


Notes: ‘Nation’ refers to England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. a) but outside district; b) but outside nation.

Table A6: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per party (based on MPs independent of multiple periods)
	MPs
	All
	Conservative
	Labour
	Liberal Democrats
	SNP
	Plaid 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cymru
	DUP
	SF

	Any local base in district
	42.9%
	27.7%
	54.0%
	53.5%
	63.2%
	60.0%
	58.3%
	83.3%

	Local government experience AND (place of birth OR place of school) in district
	15.2%
	10.1%
	19.4%
	16.9%
	19.1%
	0.0%
	16.7%
	33.3%

	Place of birth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	22.0%
	12.6%
	30.5%
	16.9%
	38.2%
	20.0%
	8.3%
	66.7%

	in nation a)
	58.5%
	67.4%
	49.4%
	64.8%
	45.6%
	60.0%
	83.3%
	8.3%

	in UK b)
	8.1%
	7.8%
	9.0%
	8.5%
	7.4%
	20.0%
	0.0%
	8.3%

	outside UK
	4.3%
	4.8%
	4.6%
	2.8%
	1.5%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	missing
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.5%
	7.0%
	7.4%
	0.0%
	8.3%
	16.7%

	Place of school
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	20.3%
	10.3%
	28.6%
	23.9%
	36.8%
	40.0%
	16.7%
	25.0%

	in nation a)
	56.2%
	68.8%
	45.8%
	52.1%
	38.2%
	40.0%
	66.7%
	16.7%

	in UK b)
	5.7%
	5.0%
	6.3%
	11.3%
	1.5%
	20.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	outside UK
	1.1%
	1.0%
	1.0%
	4.2%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	missing
	16.7%
	14.9%
	18.4%
	8.5%
	23.5%
	0.0%
	16.7%
	58.3%

	Local government experience
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	29.3%
	20.7%
	35.1%
	40.8%
	32.4%
	40.0%
	58.3%
	50.0%

	outside district
	19.7%
	24.8%
	16.9%
	19.7%
	4.4%
	0.0%
	16.7%
	0.0%

	no
	50.4%
	53.9%
	47.2%
	39.4%
	63.2%
	60%
	25.0%
	41.7%

	N
	1108
	516
	413
	71
	68
	5
	12
	12


Notes: Not shown because of small case numbers (case numbers in brackets): Greens (3), UUP (2), SDLP (2), UKIP (2). a) but outside district; b) but outside nation.

Table A7: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per region and party (based on MPs independent of multiple periods)
	Party
	All
	England
	England excluding London
	London
	Scotland
	Wales

	Conservative
	27.7%
(516)
	26.0%
(484)
	22.4%
(442)
	64.3%
(42)
	61.5%
(13)
	47.4%
(19)

	Labour
	54.0%
(413)
	53.2%
(327)
	48.1%
(258)
	72.5%
(69)
	66.0%
(47)
	46.2%
(39)

	Liberal Democrats
	53.5%
(71)
	54.7%
(53)
	53.5%
(43)
	60.0%
(10)
	53.3%
(15)
	33.3%
(3)


Notes: Entries are shares of MPs with any local base. In brackets: numbers of MPs.	

Table A8: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per region (based on MPs independent of multiple periods)
	Cases
	All
	England
	London
	South East
	South West
	East of England
	East Midlands
	West Midlands
	Yorkshire and the Humber
	North East
	North West
	Scotland
	Wales
	Northern Ireland

	Any local base in district
	42.9%
	38.0%
	68.6%
	28.5%
	32.1%
	17.6%
	28.8%
	30.9%
	47.7%
	44.7%
	38.9%
	62.9%
	47.0%
	75.8%

	Local government experience AND (place of birth OR place of school) in district
	15.2%
	14.4%
	29.8%
	8.5%
	11.9%
	4.4%
	10.0%
	10.6%
	13.6%
	23.4%
	17.6%
	18.9%
	7.6%
	33.3%

	Place of birth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	22.0%
	18.4%
	35.5%
	6.9%
	15.5%
	6.6%
	15.0%
	18.1%
	23.9%
	27.7%
	19.1%
	36.4%
	28.8%
	42.4%

	in nation a)
	58.5%
	62.4%
	42.1%
	71.5%
	64.3%
	81.3%
	75.0%
	59.6%
	58.0%
	59.6%
	55.7%
	47.6%
	39.4%
	42.4%

	in UK b)
	8.1%
	6.9%
	9.9%
	6.2%
	9.5%
	3.3%
	1.2%
	5.3%
	9.1%
	4.3%
	9.9%
	8.4%
	25.8%
	3.0%

	outside UK
	4.3%
	5.0%
	9.1%
	6.9%
	3.6%
	3.3%
	3.8%
	8.5%
	1.1%
	0.0%
	3.8%
	1.4%
	3.0%
	3.0%

	missing
	7.0%
	7.4%
	3.3%
	8.5%
	7.1%
	5.5%
	5.0%
	8.5%
	8.0%
	8.5%
	11.5%
	6.3%
	3.0%
	9.1%

	Place of school
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	20.3%
	16.5%
	33.1%
	6.9%
	13.1%
	6.6%
	7.5%
	11.7%
	21.6%
	27.7%
	21.4%
	39.2%
	24.2%
	30.3%

	in nation a)
	56.2%
	62.0%
	45.5%
	70.8%
	69.0%
	74.7%
	76.2%
	66.0%
	56.8%
	53.2%
	50.4%
	37.1%
	31.8%
	36.4%

	in UK b)
	5.7%
	4.3%
	8.3%
	3.8%
	6.0%
	2.2%
	1.2%
	3.2%
	4.5%
	0.0%
	5.3%
	4.2%
	28.8%
	3.0%

	outside UK
	1.1%
	1.4%
	1.7%
	2.3%
	2.4%
	1.1%
	0.0%
	2.1%
	2.3%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	missing
	16.7%
	15.8%
	11.6%
	16.2%
	9.5%
	15.4%
	15.0%
	17.0%
	14.8%
	19.1%
	22.9%
	19.6%
	15.2%
	30.3%

	Local government experience
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	in district
	29.3%
	28.8%
	51.2%
	24.6%
	22.6%
	14.3%
	22.5%
	22.3%
	29.5%
	34.0%
	32.1%
	30.8%
	18.2%
	60.6%

	outside district
	19.7%
	22.7%
	13.2%
	23.8%
	27.4%
	26.4%
	23.8%
	27.7%
	17.0%
	17.0%
	26.7%
	5.6%
	16.7%
	6.1%

	no
	50.4%
	47.8%
	34.7%
	50.8%
	48.8%
	58.2%
	52.5%
	50.0%
	53.4%
	48.9%
	40.5%
	63.6%
	65.2%
	30.3%

	N
	1108
	866
	121
	130
	84
	91
	80
	94
	88
	47
	131
	143
	66
	33


Notes: ‘Nation’ refers to England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. a) but outside district; b) but outside nation.

Table A9: The local base of Westminster MPs between 2010 and 2019 per region and party (based on MPs independent of multiple periods)
	Party
	All
	England
	London
	South East
	South West
	East of England
	East Midlands
	West Midlands
	Yorkshire and the Humber
	North East
	North West
	Scotland
	Wales

	Conservative
	27.7%
(516)
	26.0%
(484)
	64.3%
(42)
	23.6%
(110)
	25.4%
(59)
	9.3%
(75)
	24.6%
(57)
	22.8%
(57)
	40.0%
(30)
	27.3%
(11)
	20.9%
(43)
	61.5%
(13)
	47.4%
(19)

	Labour
	54.0%
(413)
	53.2%
(327)
	72.5%
(69)
	75.0%
(12)
	33.3%
(9)
	70.0%
(10)
	39.1%
(23)
	42.9%
(35)
	50.0%
(54)
	50.0%
(34)
	45.7%
(81)
	66.0%
(47)
	46.2%
(39)

	Liberal Democrats
	53.5%
(71)
	54.7%
(53)
	60.0%
(10)
	28.6%
(7)
	56.3%
(16)
	40.0%
(5)
	-
(0)
	50.0%
(2)
	75.0%
(4)
	50.0%
(2)
	71.4%
(7)
	53.3%
(15)
	33.3%
(3)



