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Large employer 

and higher 

managerial

Higher 

professional

Lower 

managerial and 

professional

Other

    works of reference

(b)

 (ref.) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

    newspaper profiles, etc. 5.2 -8.8 1.5 2.0

    email  7.5 -18.8 3.9 7.4

    works of reference

(b)

 (ref.) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

    newspaper profiles, etc. 15.2 -11.4 3.6 -7.5

    email  10.5 -8.0 11.5 -14.0

Note

(a) Period and gender are also included as controls

(b) Who's Who; DNB; Mortimore and Blick, 2018

Large employer 

and higher 

managerial

Higher 

professional

Other

    works of reference

(b)

 (ref.) 0.0 0.0 0.0

    newspaper profiles, etc. 12.9 -13.4 0.5

    email  -8.8 2.9 5.9

    works of reference

(b)

 (ref.) 0.0 0.0 0.0

    newspaper profiles, etc. 7.8 -8.1 0.3

    email  -0.5 -5.8 6.4

Note

(a) Period and gender are also included as controls

(b) Who's Who; DNB; Mortimore and Blick, 2018

APPENDIX 2.2: The effects of source of information on the estimated probabilities of being found 

in different class positions before entering parliament by party, average marginal effects (%) from 

a multinomial logit model

(a) 

Source of information on own occupation 

before entry into parliament

Own class

Conservatives

Labour

APPENDIX 2.1: The effects of source of information on the estimated probabilities of coming from different class 

origins by party, average marginal effects (%) from a multinomial logit model

(a) 

Source of information on parental class

Class origin

Conservatives

Labour


image3.emf
All

(a)

Conservatives Labour

Class before entry into parliament

    Higher managerial & professional vs. other

1.9 2.5 1.8

    Managerial & professional vs. other

1.8 1.7 1.8

Parental class

    Higher managerial & professional vs. other

1.1 1.2 0.9

    Managerial & professional vs. other

0.9 0.9 1.0

Secondary school

    Clarendon vs. state

1.1 1.3 0.9

    Private vs. state

1.4 1.1 1.7

University

    Oxbridge vs. other

1.6 1.5 1.9

    Elite (Oxbridge & Russell Group) vs. other

1.2 0.8 1.4

Degree subject

    Arts and humanities vs. other

1.0 0.7 1.7

    Law vs. other

0.8 0.8 0.8

    PPE vs. other

3.2 7.8 2.4

    Economics & social sci. vs. other

0.7 1.0 0.6

    STEM vs. other

0.9 1.2 0.6

Note

(a) Also adjusted by party affiliation

APPENDIX 3: Odds ratios of ever being a cabinet member vs. never being a cabinet 

member by different background characteristics, adjusted by period and gender
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APPENDIX 4: Proportion (%) of women in political elite by period and party
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2010–2021

APPENDIX 5: Distribution (%) of political elite by year of birth, separately by period

1945–1951

1951–1964

1964–1979

1979–1997

1997–2010
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1900–1919 1920–1949 1950– 1860–1919 1920–1949 1950–

Class 1 .. 1 10 .. 71 81

Class 2 .. 17 24 .. 29 17

Class 3 - 7 .. 81 66 .. 0 1

Total .. 100 100 .. 100 100

Index of dissimilarity between 

population and political elite

.. 81% 72%

Notes

Population

(a)

Political elite - All

(a) Source of information for cohort 1920-1949: Oxford Mobility Study, 1972, covering men aged 20-64. Source of information for 

cohort 1950-: Bukodi et al. (2015); averaging over distributions in two British Birth Cohort studies (NCDS and BCS70) and in a quasi 

birth cohort of individuals born in 1980-84.

APPENDIX 6: Comparing distributions of social class (%) between population at large and political elite, in three 

birth cohorts, women

Own class 

Birth cohort
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1945–1951 1951–1964 1964–1979 1979–1997 1997–2010 2010–2021

Own occupation before entry into parliament

   Who's Who 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0 1.4 3.5 1.8

   DNB 57.1 56.4 55.4 23.9 2.7 0.5 21.8

   Mortimore and Blick, 2018

(a)

37.5 35.9 36.4 57.3 58.9 39.5 44.3

   Newspaper profiles, obituaries, web sources  5.4 7.7 6.6 11.6 19.2 43.5 24.1

   Email correspondence ('survey')

(b)

0.0 0.0 0.8 7.3 17.8 13.0 7.9

   Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Parental occupation

   Who's Who 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.6 0.7 0.0 0.8

   DNB 98.2 98.7 85.8 44.2 6.5 0.0 40.2

   Mortimore and Blick, 2018

(a)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

   Newspaper profiles, obituaries, web sources  1.8 1.3 12.5 47.3 74.6 84.6 50.6

   Email correspondence ('survey')

(b)

0.0 0.0 0.8 7.0 18.1 15.4 8.5

   Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Secondary school

   Who's Who 0.0 1.3 1.7 4.4 2.7 9.8 5.1

   DNB 69.6 70.5 62.0 25.4 2.7 0.0 25.3

   Mortimore and Blick, 2018

(a)

28.6 28.2 33.9 58.0 69.9 50.5 48.6

   Newspaper profiles, obituaries, web sources  1.8 0.0 1.7 5.1 8.9 28.4 13.7

   Email correspondence ('survey')

(b)

0.0 0.0 0.8 7.3 15.8 11.3 7.3

   Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

University

   Who's Who 0.0 1.8 0.0 0.9 2.2 6.6 3.5

   DNB 68.4 78.2 64.0 26.3 5.1 0.0 22.3

   Mortimore and Blick, 2018

(a)

31.6 20.0 31.4 50.9 65.7 46.5 46.2

   Newspaper profiles, obituaries, web sources  0.0 0.0 3.5 14.4 11.0 34.4 19.3

   Email correspondence ('survey')

(b)

0.0 0.0 1.2 7.6 16.1 12.6 8.7

   Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Degree subject

   Who's Who 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 2.3 5.1 3.0

   DNB 87.5 92.0 72.8 31.5 7.6 0.0 26.8

   Mortimore and Blick, 2018

(a)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2

   Newspaper profiles, obituaries, web sources  12.5 8.0 25.9 59.3 73.5 82.0 60.9

   Email correspondence ('survey')

(b)

0.0 0.0 1.2 8.3 16.7 12.9 9.3

   Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Notes

(a) Mortimer, R. and Blick, A. (eds.) (2018) Butler's British Political Facts, Palgrave. 

(b) In total, 144 emails were sent out and 44 responses were received, resulting in a response rate of 31%. 

APPENDIX 1: Primary sources of information on different characteristics of political elite, by period

Period


