Appendix 1 NRCs and associated sources (alphabetic order) 
	NRCs
	Sources

	Active independent
	anti-bloc attitudes; economic needs-trade expansion; geographic location

	Liberator supporter
	anti-colonial attitudes; ideological principles

	Anti-imperialist agent
	ideological principles; perception of threat; anti-colonial attitudes

	Defender of the faith
	perceptions of threat; ideological principles; traditional national role

	Mediator-integrator
	traditional national role; cultural-ethnic composition of state; traditional non-involvement in conflicts; geographic location

	Regional-subsystem collaborator
	economic needs; sense of "belonging" to region; common political-ideological traditions; geographic location

	Developer
	humanitarian concern; anticipated consequences of underdevelopment; superior economic capabilities; balance U.S.-U.S.S.R. competition in under- developed areas

	Faithful ally
	perception of threat; insufficient capabilities; traditional policies; ideological compatibility

	Bastion of revolution-liberator
	ideological principles; anti-colonial attitudes; desire for ethnic unity

	Bridge
	geographic location; multi-ethnic composition of state;

	Example
	No revealed sources

	Independent
	Anti-bloc sentiments; anti-colonial sentiments; economic needs; threat perception

	Internal developer
	socio-economic needs;  perception of threat through involvement

	Isolate
	perception of threat; insufficient capabilities

	Protectee
	perception of threat; insufficient capabilities

	Regional leader
	superior capabilities; traditional national role

	Regional protector
	perception of threat; geographic location; traditional policies; needs of threatened states


Source: Holsti, 1970: 296-297. 
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Appendix 3 Textual indicators of the codebook
	NRCs
	Operational Definition
	Textual Indicators: Keywords
	
Examples

	Active independent
	The role conception underscores independence, self-determination, potential mediation roles, and proactive foreign policy initiatives to build diplomatic and commercial ties across alternative regions.
	Independence,
sovereignty,
territorial integrity,
international agreements, constitutive treaty, self-determination
non-intervention to domestic affairs, recognition, and partnership diversification
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Kosovo’s independence and international recognition, the territorial integrity of BiH and Serbia, recognition of North Macedonia’s declared name, the Dayton Agreement, the Interim Accord, Non-Aligned Movement

	Liberator supporter
	It appears as formal and routine support for liberation movements, but with no indication of formal roles for planning, directing, or providing physical support.
	Direct reference to liberation movements,
Minority rights, kin state,
social movements and uprisings, anti-war and anti-occupation sentiment,
	Palestine, Arab Spring, Russian occupation of Ukraine, Serbian minority in Kosovo, Albanian support for Kosovo.

	Anti-imperialist agent
	Perception of imperialism as a serious threat
	Power politics
Ideological narratives (capitalism, colonialism, imperialism)
Development gaps,
War and occupation
Intervention in domestic affairs
	Weak Serbia vs strong West,
Western capitalism/neo-colonialism/imperialism,
Rich vs poor, developed vs undeveloped, north vs south,
1999 NATO bombardment, Unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence,

	Faithful ally
	A specific commitment to support the policies of another government and/or alliance.
	Reference to the EU and NATO
Reference to Europe/Euro-Atlantic geography, norms and values, identity, interests, membership conditions,
	Membership aim,
Copenhagen criteria,
Negotiation process,
Europeanness (ideational and geographical)






