CODEBOOK

This is the codebook for the dataset used in Vaccaro Andrea (2021), “Comparing Measures of Democracy: Statistical Properties, Convergence, and Interchangeability”, European Political Science, DOI: 10.1057/s41304-021-00328-8.

IDENTIFICATION VARIABLES
GWn = Gleditsch and Ward’s country code classification (retrieved from http://ksgleditsch.com/data-4.html.
year = Year.
cname = Country name.
ccode = Three-letter country code.

Note: The country-year coding follows Gleditsch and Ward’s classification of independent states. The only exception is Yugoslavia, which is re-coded as Serbia (in accordance with the World Bank’s coding system). Gleditsch and Ward’s “microstates” are not included in the dataset. 

DEMOCRACY VARIABLES
v2x_polyarchy = Varieties of Democracy Polyarchy index (Teorell et al. 2019; Coppedge et al. 2019). Downloaded from https://doi.org/10.23696/vdemcy19.
pr = Freedom House Political Rights index (Freedom House 2019). Downloaded from https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world.
fh = Freedom House Civil Liberties index (Freedom House 2019). Downloaded from https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world.
polityiv = Polity IV index (revised combined polity score) (Marshall et al. 2019). Downloaded from http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscrdata.html.
van_index = Vanhanen index of democratisation (Vanhanen 2000; Vanhanen 2019). Downloaded from http://urn.fi/urn:nbn:fi:fsd:T-FSD1289.
fh_rating = Freedom House Freedom Rating (average of Freedom House Political Rights index and Freedom House Political Rights index).
VAN = Min-max normalised Vanhanen index; ranges from 0 (low) to 100 (high).
FH = Min-max normalised Freedom Rating; ranges from 0 (low) to 100 (high).
VDEM = Min-max normalised Polyarchy index; ranges from 0 (low) to 100 (high).
PIV = Min-max normalised Polity IV index; ranges from 0 (low) to 100 (high).

Note: Some Freedom House (Freedom in the World) editions do not cover a single year. In particular, the 1982 edition covers the period 1 January 1981 - 1 August 1982 and the 1983-1984 edition covers the period 2 August 1982 - November 1983. Here, the period 1 January 1981 - 1 August 1982 has been coded as 1981, the period 2 August 1982 - November 1983 has been coded as 1983, and 1982 has been coded as missing. For the year 1972, South Africa was rated as “White” (Political Rights = 2; Civil Liberties = 3) and “Black” (Political Rights = 6; Civil Liberties = 5). Only the latter scores have been included in the study at hand.

OTHER VARIABLES
e_peaveduc = Education; the average years of education among citizens older than 15 (Coppedge et al. 2019). Downloaded from https://doi.org/10.23696/vdemcy19.
legfralo = Party fractionalisation; the probability that two random draws from the lower legislative chamber will be from the same party (Henisz 2017). Downloaded from https://mgmt.wharton.upenn.edu/faculty/heniszpolcon/polcondataset.
inflation = Inflation, consumer prices (annual %) (World Bank 2017). Downloaded from https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators.
gdppercap = GDP per capita (constant 2010 USD) (World Bank 2017). Downloaded from https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators.
gdppercapgr = GDP per capita growth (annual %) (World Bank 2017). Downloaded from https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators.
trade = Trade (% of GDP) (World Bank 2017). Downloaded from https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators.
population = Total population (World Bank 2017). Downloaded from https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators.
ln_gdppercap = Natural logarithm of GDP per capita (constant 2010 USD).
ln_population = Natural logarithm of total population.
anckar_pres = Presidentialism; dummy variable (0/1) coded according to Anckar and Fredriksson’s (2019) classification of political systems. Downloaded from https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41304-018-0149-8.
anckar_parl = Parlamentarism; dummy variable (0/1) coded according to Anckar and Fredriksson’s (2019) classification of political systems. Downloaded from https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41304-018-0149-8.
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