SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Optimistic vs. Pessimistic Endings in Climate Change Appeals

[bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _Toc409783208]



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Optimistic vs. Pessimistic Endings in Climate Change Appeals


Brandi S. Morris1[footnoteRef:1], Polymeros Chrysochou1, 2, Simon T. Karg1, Panagiotis Mitkidis1,3 [1: Corresponding author: bsm@mgmt.au.dk, Fuglesangs Alle 4, Aarhus V, 8210, Denmark.] 




1Department of Management, Aarhus University, Denmark
2 Ehrenberg-Bass Institute, UniSA Business, University of South Australia, Australia
3Social Science Research Institute, Duke University, United States
















Appendix A
Stimuli, Studies 1 and 2
Common to both versions:
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Affective ending: optimistic condition
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Affective ending: pessimistic condition
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Appendix B
Cultural Worldview Measures
Short-form versions of two 6-item scales developed by Kahan (Kahan, Braman, Slovic, et al., 2007) 
Cultural Worldview Items, Short-Form 
	Individualism – Communitarianism (Individualism)

	IINTRSTS
	The government interferes far too much in the daily lives. 
	

	CHARM
	Sometimes the government needs to make laws that keep people from hurting themselves. 

	IPROTECT
	It’s not the government’s job to try to protect people from themselves.  

	IPRIVACY
	The government should stop telling people how to live their lives. 

	CPROTECT
	The government should do more to advance society’s goals, even if that means limiting the freedom and choices of individuals. 

	CLIMCHOI
	Government should put limits on the choices individuals can make so they don’t get in the way of what’s good for society. 

	
	



	Hierarchy - Egalitarianism (Hierarchy)

	HEQUAL
	I have gone too far in pushing equal rights in this country. 
	

	EWEALTH
	The society would be better off if the distribution of wealth was more equal. 

	ERADEQ
	I need to dramatically reduce inequalities between the rich and poor, whites and people of color, and men and women.

	EDISCRIM
	Discrimination against minorities is still a very serious problem in the society. 

	HREVDIS2
	It seems like blacks, women, homosexuals and other groups don’t want equal rights, they want special rights just for them. 


	HFEMIN
	Society as a whole has become too soft and feminine. 


Appendix C

Stimulus Material, Study 3 – Fatalistic
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The problems keep growing and we keep losing bees. Without honeybees to pollinate plants, we will only be able to sustain ourselves and the food supply for about 4 years before the world will crumble. At this point, no matter what we do about climate change it's just too late to turn things around. 
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My name is Leigh-Kathryn Bonner and | just graduated from NC

State. I'm 26 years old and a third-generation beekeeper. | suppose it's
been in my blood. My grandfather is a beekeeper, my uncle is a
beekeeper, and so is my cousin. | was around bees a lot growing up and
it's so much fun. You're constantly learning.
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I'm passionate about beekeeping and was working at the American
Tobacco Campus interning for the owner when | asked him if I could
put one hive on his roof. All | wanted was one hive and he said, ‘sure!’
North Carolina's largest clear observatory hive is at Burt's Bees world
headquarters, which is nearby. My boss said, ‘let's talk to them!" We
did, and ended up installing a bunch of hives and over 180,000 bees on
the rooftops at American Tobacco. All of our rooftop hives are custom
painted in vivid colors by a local artist and they're beautiful.
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Bees are actually healthier in urban areas because they're in stable
environments they've got more forage throughout the year. And
because people like to have colorful gardens, there's food for the bees
year-round. Over eighty percent of the food we as humans eat is
actually from a pollinator. Every one-third bite of food you eat is
thanks to a honeybee. Honeybees contribute 153 billion dollars
annually to the world's economy. We really need bees and they're dying
at an alarming rate.
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In 2012, American beekeepers lost fifty percent of their honeybee
populations! It hurts to see that happen because you get attached to
them and you want them to do well. It breaks my heart.

Our world is changing and it's our responsibility to protect it and we're
not doing a very good job of that. The last couple years in North
Carolina we've had very long winters, very short springs, and really hot
summers. We'll have 80 degrees one day, and then we'll have 30
degrees the next. The bees aren't getting as much nectar throughout
these shortened springs. You know, the flowers aren’t blooming when
it's 110 degrees outside so there's no nectar, no food for the bees.
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Changing weather patterns and the shortened seasons throw
honeybees off and a lot of that is due to climate change. We're just
destroying our environment and the bees can’t adapt as quickly as we
are destroying it. If you ask a beekeeper enough questions, they'll
eventually get to the point where they're saying, ‘well, you know this
year was a bad spring and, actually, we've had that five years in a row
now.’ And I'm thinking, ‘Huh - well, yeah...that’s climate change.’
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Younger beekeepers are much more vocal about climate change.
Millennials want to make a change they're very aware of what's going
on, and they want to voice their opinions. We can make a change in the
world! So many Millennials are taking the jobs where they feel like
they'll actually make a difference and where their voice will be heard.
Younger beekeepers are much quicker to say, ‘this is this is partially
because of human-caused climate change and we will do something
about that!’
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The problems keep growing and we keep losing bees. Without
honeybees to pollinate plants, we would only be able to sustain
ourselves and our food supply for about 4 years before our world would
just crumble. If we continue on the road we are on, without doing
something about climate change, we are going to be in VERY big
trouble.




