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Appendix

Below is a list of the codes, their definitions, and examples of each. These codes were developed from prior literature regarding core framing tasks (Entman 1993) and then also refined through reading a subsample of news articles from the larger sample, and through reading the secondary academic and popular literature on economic inequality, in order to identify the major ideas and actors within the predominant discourse on economic inequality. In this way, the “cause” code was developed initially to capture the core framing task of identifying causes of a social problem. The code was then refined to the more specific codes of “cause – individual-level,” “cause – state,” and “cause – corporate sector,” in order to capture the most common causes attributed to economic inequality.

Codes were applied at any appearance of these framing tasks, regardless of whether the perspective appeared to be endorsed or put forth by the author of the article. The codes were analyzed according to whether they appeared at least once per article, rather than the total number of appearances. This approach has greater inter-coder reliability. 

Social Problem Code: any suggestion that economic inequality is a problem that should be addressed and/or has negative consequences for individuals and/or society
Example: "It is time for Ontarians - including our policy-makers - to face the disturbing facts about inequality in our province," says the report, entitled "Falling Behind: Ontario's backslide into widening inequality, growing poverty and cuts to social programs." 
Publication: The Toronto Star
Article title: “Ontario dead last in terms of inequality, poverty and funding for public services”
Publication date: August 29, 2012

Cause – Individual Code: any suggestion of, or reference to, a cause of economic inequality (wealth or income) that originates with individuals’ actions or choices
Example: “Conservative economists insist that the problem with the new economy is not that some people make a lot of money but a series of noneconomic factors that are holding others back. ''The problem is not inequality but poverty,'' Mr. Feldstein said. Poor education, the breakdown of the family and what he terms ''low cognitive ability,'' together, may be responsible for holding back many of those mired in persistent poverty. He added that some poor people may choose not to work as hard as investment bankers working 70 hours a week, or to skip school, and so earn less.” 
Publication: The New York Times
Article title: “Grounded by an Income Gap.” 
Publication date: December 15, 2001

Cause – Corporate Sector Code: any suggestion that a cause of economic inequality is based in the free market, capitalism, and/or the actions of businesses or corporations
Example: “In manufacturing, forestry, mining, transportation and other sectors, the relentless drive to create more efficient companies has led to the elimination of hundreds of thousands of high-paying unionized job. That may have been necessary to stay competitive – but it’s also a major reason for the rise in income inequality in Canada.”
Publication: The Globe and Mail
Article title: “Blue-Collar Blues”
Publication date: November 16, 2013

Cause – Corporate Sector Code: any suggestion that a cause of economic inequality is based in the actions of the state
Example: “His selection has been criticized by some activists who led protests against high prices and income inequality in 2011. They allege that Mr. Frenkel's policies during his first stint as governor favored the wealthy.”
Publication: Wall Street Journal
Article title: “Israel Picks Ex-Central Banker To Return for His Second Stint”
Publication date: June 25, 2013

Solution – Individual Code: any suggestion that a solution to economic inequality is based in the choices or actions of individuals
Example: “For the most part, however, the new programs offered few cash benefits. As The Economist observed, the Center for Economic Opportunity "bypassed" the city's service delivery system by investing "a mixture of public and philanthropic money in social entrepreneurs' ideas to help lift people out of poverty, particularly by emphasizing personal responsibility." 
Publication: The New York Times
Article title: “Bloomberg, Champion of the Poor”
Publication date: November 6, 2013

Solution – Corporate Sector Code: any suggestion that a solution to economic inequality is based in the free market, capitalism, and/or the actions of businesses or corporations
Example: “It may seem paradoxical to try to lessen inequality by relying on the institutions that are most blamed today, but it is only through these institutions that inequality reduction can really work well in a capitalist economy. Enhanced financial institutions could serve the real purpose that financial theory proposes: serving the people.” 
Publication: The New York Times
Article title: “The Real Mandate Is to Bridge the Wealth Gap”
Publication date: November 9, 2008

Solution – State Code: any suggestion that a solution to economic inequality is based in the actions of the state
Example: “I think that our political system isn't responding to that caring; that we don't see it in social policy," says Moody. "I see people who want to make a difference who don't feel comfortable with all of their wealth, but they don't have the individual capacity to make a difference. That's where government is still needed, Moody says.”
Publication: The Toronto Star
Article title: “From Rosedale to Regent Park, a byelection tale of two cities” 
Publication date: November 17, 2013
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