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Appendix
[bookmark: OLE_LINK168]Table A1 
Descriptive Statistics of our Survey Respondents
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK175][bookmark: OLE_LINK73]Variable
	Observations
	Mean
	S.D.
	Min
	Max

	Age
	2317
	30.25
	7.81
	16
	65

	Gender
	2317
	0.52
	0.50
	0
	1



[bookmark: OLE_LINK189]Table A2
[bookmark: OLE_LINK363]Comparison of Demographic Characteristics of our Survey Respondents with those of the General News Audiences on Sina Weibo
	
	Our Respondents
	Media audiences on Sina Weibo

	Variable
	%
	%

	Sex
	
	

	
	Male
	52.0
	54

	
	Female
	48.0
	46

	Age
	
	

	
	post-00s
	12.7
	14

	
	post-90s
	49.3
	47

	
	post-80s
	33.6
	29

	
	post-70s
	3.3
	7

	
	other
	1.2
	3


Source: Weibo User Development Report 2020 released by Sina Weibo 















Table A3 
The Frequency Distribution of the Demographic Variables for each Experimental Group
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	Treatment
	Control group
N=488

	
	Group1
N=446
	Group 2
N=465
	Group 3
N=426
	Group 4
N=492
	

	Variable
	%(n)
	%(n)
	%(n)
	%(n)
	%(n)

	Sex 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Male
	49.8(222)
	53.3(248)
	51.6(220)
	52.4(258)
	42.7(257)

	
	Female
	50.2(224)
	46.7(217)
	48.4(206)
	47.6(234)
	47.3(231)

	Age
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Post-00
	11.9(53)
	12.0(56)
	14.3(61)
	12.0(59)
	13.3(65)

	
	Post-90
	49.1(219)
	49.0(228)
	45.3(193)
	52.0(256)
	50.4(246)

	
	Post-80
	34.5(154)
	34.0(158)
	36.4(155)
	32.7(161)
	30.7(150)

	
	Post-70
	3.1(14)
	3.2(15)
	3.5(15)
	2.4(12)
	4.1(20)

	
	other
	1.3(6)
	1.7(8)
	0.5(2)
	0.8(4)
	1.4(7)









