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Table S1. Descriptive statistics for the study population.
	Characteristics
	Total
	Impoverished population
	Non-impoverished population
	P value

	Gender
	
	
	
	0.71

	Male
	319(39.8%)
	109(41.1%)
	210(39.5%)
	

	Female
	482(60.2%)
	156(58.9%)
	322(60.5%)
	

	Ethnicity
	
	
	
	0.34

	Minority
	290(36.2%)
	102(38.5%)
	185(34.8%)
	

	Han
	511(63.8%)
	163(61.5%)
	347(65.2%)
	

	Age
	
	
	
	0.70

	<60
	253(31.6%)
	89(33.6%)
	164(30.8%)
	

	60-70
	312(38.9%)
	99(37.4%)
	212(39.9%)
	

	>70
	236(29.5%)
	77(29.0%)
	156(29.3%)
	

	Smoking habit 
	
	
	
	0.69

	Still smoking
	191(23.8%)
	68(25.7%)
	122(22.9%)
	

	Have quit smoking 
	125(15.6%)
	41(15.5%)
	83(15.6%)
	

	Have never smoked
	485(60.6%)
	156(58.9%)
	327(61.5%)
	

	Frequency of drinking in the previous month
	
	
	
	0.30

	>= 3 times a week
	82(10.2%)
	27(10.2%)
	55(10.3%)
	

	< 3 times a week
	37(4.6%)
	8(3.0%)
	29(5.5%)
	

	Never had a drink
	682(85.1%)
	230(86.8%)
	448(84.2%)
	


Note: Chi-square test was used to compare the differences between impoverished and non-impoverished population.

Table S2. Frequency of outpatient visits within the previous month.
	Number of outpatient visits
	Total
	Impoverished population
	Non-impoverished population
	Unknown population

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	0
	560
	69.9%
	170
	64.2%
	387
	72.7%
	3
	75.0%

	1
	127
	15.9%
	43
	16.2%
	83
	15.6%
	1
	25.0%

	2
	74
	9.2%
	31
	11.7%
	43
	8.1%
	0
	0.0%

	3
	11
	1.4%
	7
	2.6%
	4
	0.8%
	0
	0.0%

	4
	20
	2.5%
	10
	3.8%
	10
	1.9%
	0
	0.0%

	5
	2
	0.3%
	1
	0.4%
	1
	0.2%
	0
	0.0%

	6
	2
	0.3%
	0
	0.0%
	2
	0.4%
	0
	0.0%

	8
	3
	0.4%
	2
	0.8%
	1
	0.2%
	0
	0.0%

	10
	2
	0.3%
	1
	0.4%
	1
	0.2%
	0
	0.0%

	Total
	801
	100%
	265
	33.1%
	532
	66.4%
	4
	0.5%




Table S3. Actual utilization of healthcare institutions (by survey respondents) for outpatient visits in previous month.
	Healthcare institution
	Total
	Impoverished population
	Non-impoverished population

	
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	Village clinics
	347
	76.6
	153
	77.7
	194
	75.8

	Private clinics
	5
	1.1
	0
	---
	5
	2.0

	Township health centers
	35
	7.7
	12
	6.1
	23
	9.0

	Public hospitals within the residential county
	28
	6.2
	9
	4.6
	19
	7.4

	Private hospitals within the residential county
	0
	---
	0
	---
	0
	---

	County hospitals outside the residential county
	1
	0.2
	0
	---
	1
	0.4

	Provincial/city hospitals outside the residential county
	6
	1.3
	0
	---
	6
	2.3

	Other healthcare institutions
	31
	6.8
	23
	11.7
	8
	3.1

	Total
	453
	100
	197
	43.5
	256
	56.5




Table S4. Expressed preference of healthcare institutions (by survey respondents) for minor sickness outpatient visits.
	Healthcare institution
	Total
	Impoverished population
	Non-impoverished population

	
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	Village clinics
	294
	86.2
	112
	89.6
	182
	84.3

	Private clinics
	3
	0.9
	0
	---
	3
	1.4

	Township health centers
	39
	11.4
	13
	10.4
	26
	12.0

	Public hospitals within the residential county
	3
	0.9
	0
	---
	3
	1.4

	Private hospitals within the residential county
	0
	---
	0
	---
	0
	---

	County hospitals outside the residential county
	0
	---
	0
	---
	0
	---

	Provincial/city hospitals outside the residential county
	0
	---
	0
	---
	0
	---

	Other healthcare institutions
	2
	0.6
	0
	---
	2
	0.9

	Total
	341
	100
	125
	36.7
	216
	63.3




Table S5. Transportation modes utilized by outpatients visiting each type of healthcare institution. 
	Healthcare institutions
	Transportation mode 
	Walk 
	Bicycle 
	Motorbike 
	Car
	Other
	Total

	Village clinics
	Number
	291
	8
	12
	27
	9
	347

	
	Percent
	83.9
	2.3
	3.5
	7. 8
	2.6
	76.6

	Private clinics
	Number
	3
	0
	2
	0
	0
	5

	
	Percent
	60.0
	---
	40.0
	---
	---
	1.1

	Township health centers
	Number
	16
	0
	6
	6
	7
	35

	
	Percent
	45.7
	---
	17.1
	17.1
	20.0
	7.7

	Public hospitals within the residential county
	Number
	4
	1
	2
	12
	9
	28

	
	Percent
	14.3
	3.6
	7.1
	42.9
	32.1
	6.2

	Private hospitals within the residential county
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	Percent
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---

	County hospitals outside the residential county
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	
	Percent
	---
	---
	---
	100
	---
	0.2

	Provincial/city hospitals outside the residential county
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4
	6

	
	Percent
	---
	---
	---
	33.3
	66.7
	1.3

	Other healthcare institutions
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	31
	31

	
	Percent
	---
	---
	---
	---
	100
	6.8

	Total
	Number
	314
	9
	22
	48
	60
	453

	
	Percent
	69.3
	2.0
	4.9
	10.6
	13.2
	100



Table S6. Frequency of inpatient visits within previous year (prior to survey).
	Number of inpatient visits
	Total
	Impoverished population
	Non-impoverished population
	Unknown population

	
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	0
	472
	58.9
	152
	57.4
	318
	59.8
	2
	0.7

	1
	240
	20.0
	80
	30.2
	158
	29.7
	2
	0.3

	2
	59
	7.4
	18
	6.8
	41
	7.7
	0
	---

	3
	19
	2.4
	7
	2.6
	12
	2.3
	0
	---

	4
	7
	0.9
	6
	2.3
	1
	0.2
	0
	---

	5
	4
	0.5
	2
	0.7
	2
	0.4
	0
	---

	Total
	801
	100
	265
	33.1
	532
	66.4
	4
	0.5



Table S7. Actual utilization of healthcare institutions (by survey respondents) for inpatient care in previous year.
	Healthcare institution
	Total
	Impoverished population
	Non-impoverished population

	
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	Township health centers
	160
	34.7
	78
	45.6
	82
	28.3

	Public hospitals within the residential county
	201
	43.6
	68
	39.8
	133
	45.9

	Private hospitals within the residential county
	8
	1.7
	3
	1.7
	5
	1.7

	County hospitals outside the residential county
	3
	0.7
	2
	1.2
	1
	0.3

	Provincial/city hospitals outside the residential county
	85
	18.4
	20
	11.7
	65
	22.4

	Other healthcare institutions
	4
	0.9
	0
	---
	4
	1.4

	Total
	461
	100
	171
	37.1
	290
	62.9



Table S8. Transportation modes utilized by inpatients visiting each type of healthcare institution.
	Healthcare institutions
	Transportation mode 
	Walk 
	Motorbike 
	Car
	Other
	Total

	Township health centers
	Number
	53
	10
	60
	37
	160

	
	Percent
	33.1
	6.3
	37.5
	23.1
	34.7

	Public hospitals within the residential county
	Number
	14
	3
	104
	80
	201

	
	Percent
	7.0
	1.5
	51.7
	39.8
	43.6

	Private hospitals within the residential county
	Number
	2
	0
	5
	1
	8

	
	Percent
	25.0
	---
	62.5
	12.5
	1.7

	County hospitals outside the residential county
	Number
	0
	0
	2
	1
	3

	
	Percent
	---
	---
	66.7
	33.3
	0.7

	Provincial/city hospitals outside the residential county
	Number
	0
	0
	54
	31
	85

	
	Percent
	---
	---
	63.5
	36.5
	18.4

	Other healthcare institutions
	Number
	2
	0
	2
	0
	4

	
	Percent
	50.0
	---
	50.0
	---
	0.9

	Total
	Number
	71
	13
	227
	150
	461

	
	Percent
	15.4
	2.8
	49.2
	32.5
	100



