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Appendix 1. Questionnaire items
[bookmark: OLE_LINK32]
Past experience(Carter et al., 2020)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK198]PE1: Please indicate how often you have used a smartphone to seek health information in the past 3 months
[bookmark: OLE_LINK118]PE2: In the past 3 months, what percent of your daily time did you spend using a smartphone to seek health information
[bookmark: OLE_LINK199][bookmark: OLE_LINK119]PE3: For each feature that you selected, please evaluate the extent of your use it to seek health information during the past 3 months
[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK164][bookmark: OLE_LINK171][bookmark: OLE_LINK175][bookmark: OLE_LINK179][bookmark: OLE_LINK177][bookmark: OLE_LINK180][bookmark: OLE_LINK178]Instant Messaging (e.g. WeChat), Browser/Search Engine (e.g. Baidu), Social Networking (e.g. Weibo, TikTok), News (e.g. Tencent), Online health community (e.g. Haodf.com, xywy.com), Government websites (e.g. xuexiqianguo)

Vicarious experience(Lim, 2009)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK210][bookmark: OLE_LINK150]VE1: My peers or family members use smartphones to seek health information
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK200]VE2: My peers or family members have said that they ﬁnd useful health information on smartphones
[bookmark: OLE_LINK14]VE3: People around me have talked about their positive experiences with seeking health information through smartphones

Verbal Persuasion(Lim, 2009)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK205][bookmark: OLE_LINK203]VP1: I’ve been suggested to seek health information using smartphones
[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK201]VP2: I’ve been encouraged to seek health information using smartphones

Emotional state(Lim, 2009)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK211][bookmark: OLE_LINK204][bookmark: OLE_LINK202]ES1: I feel good about seeking health information through smartphones
ES2: Seeking health information through smartphones is a good idea

Self-efficacy(Niehaves & Plattfaut, 2014)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK206][bookmark: OLE_LINK212]SE1: I feel confidence seeking health information on my own using smartphones
[bookmark: OLE_LINK213]SE2: If I wanted to, I could easily operate smartphone to seek health information on my own
[bookmark: OLE_LINK214]SE3: I can use a smartphone to seek health information even if no one is around to help me

Health- related outcome expectation(Mou et al., 2016)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK134][bookmark: OLE_LINK215]OE1: Using a smartphone to seek health information can benefit me in managing my health
[bookmark: OLE_LINK216]OE2: Using a smartphone to seek health information can improve my performance in managing my health
[bookmark: OLE_LINK217]OE3: Using a smartphone to seek health information will be useful for my health
[bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK24][bookmark: OLE_LINK66]OE4: Using a smartphone to seek health information can enhance my effectiveness in managing my health

[bookmark: OLE_LINK168]Health status(Aranha et al., 2024)
HS1: In general, I believe that the state of my health is
HS2: Compared to others my age, I would say my health is
HS3: I am satisfied with my present health

[bookmark: OLE_LINK33]Health information seeking intention(Li & Wang, 2018)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK135][bookmark: OLE_LINK207][bookmark: OLE_LINK218]HISI1: I intend to keep seeking health information using smartphones in the future
[bookmark: OLE_LINK219]HISI2: I intend to seek health information on my smartphone frequently in the future
[bookmark: OLE_LINK208][bookmark: OLE_LINK220]HISI3: I am willing to seek health information using smartphones 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK209]HISI4: I will seek related health information on my smartphone when I need

