Table-5 Teachers’ views on schoolyards suitable for children’s developmental characteristics

Excerpts from the teachers’ views on the first interview question are as follows:
“In the school yard, there should be parks, volleyball and basketball courts and football fields (carpet pitch) suitable for their age, and places to sit and chat. Games such as hopscotch, snake game, chess should be drawn on the yard floor. There should also be drawings in the form of apparatus related to the classes, such as rhythmic counting, angle examples, on the garden floor or walls.” (T-3)
“Playground (park), football, basketball, should be covered if possible, colorful painted hopscotch games that attract the attention of students should be present. Bicycles suitable for the level of students can be provided and a suitable environment can be prepared in the yard where children can ride bicycles. For the second period children, there should be bars, sand pool, gymnastics pads to, so they can do these activities during recess. In addition, athletic barriers can be installed for children to play.” (T-8)
“Students should be enabled to spend their time in a useful way. Traditional games should be drawn in the schoolyard (five stones, one leg,…), there should be a sandbox, there should be a sports area suitable for students (areas where they can play basketball, volleyball), there should be small areas where students can plant something in the soil, and areas where they can sit with their friends.” (T-16)
Table-6 Teachers’ opinions about the deficiencies of the existing schoolyards in our country
Excerpts from teachers’ views on this interview question are as follows:
“In the schoolyards, the emphasis is on concrete and classroom construction, and due to the continuous increase in the number of students, the available non-classroom spaces are insufficient.” (T-20)
“There are no fields to be used in collective sports activities with smooth ground in schools. In addition to the inadequacy of outdoor areas, there are also no indoor playgrounds where students can spend time in winter conditions.” (T-14)
“Large chess courts can be built in schoolyards so that recesses can be evaluated effectively. Playgrounds that can appeal to all age groups in the school should be built, and various hobby gardens should be created (agricultural garden, flower greenhouse, etc.). In addition to these, necessary materials should be provided in the hall and inside for doing sports. In addition to the foregoing, teachers should also be trained so that they can lead students in related activities.”(K-9)
“The available spaces for students to spend their leisure time at the schoolyards are considerably limited and fail to cater to the needs of the student population adequately. Furthermore, there is a notable absence of sports fields and equipment, such as balls and ropes, as well as natural ecology and agricultural areas that can facilitate the acquisition of essential skills by students.” (T-18)

Table-7 Teachers’ views on the elimination of deficiencies

Teachers’ views on this subject can be quoted as follows:
 
“What I generally observe is that the schoolyards have concrete floors, a treeless and dry environment. This reflects a huge problem for students. Play stations should be created in schoolyards to create space for students. To contribute to skill development, botanical gardens can be developed, hobby areas can be created or areas that support classes can be established. For this reason, it should be possible to complete these deficiencies by cooperating with institutions such as school-teacher and school-parent associations.” (T-7)

“The development of playgrounds is of course very important, but while the equipment and infrastructure of the playground is built, teachers should also be trained with in-service training on the subject. Recess monitors should definitely be included in the process in terms of safety.” (T-16)

“The current situation in our schools is insufficient. What is generally found in our schools is limited to a simple playground and very small and dysfunctional areas where basketball, football or volleyball can be played. I believe that in order to overcome these deficiencies, first of all, the existing evaluation system should be changed, and the equipment problems of the schools should be eliminated with the financial support of the Ministry of National Education.” (T-5)

Table-8 Teachers’ views on what needs to be done to improve schoolyards in terms of health, hygiene and safety
Excerpts from teachers’ views on these findings are as follows:
 
“Especially in this pandemic process that we are going through, I think the most important thing is to increase the number of janitors, to ensure the hygiene of the schoolyard and playgrounds, and to give the necessary importance to the cleaning of the toilets. However, school canteens should be inspected regularly and selling unpacked food should not be allowed. Students should be provided with clean and drinking water at certain spots in the schoolyard.” (T-23)

“I think the recess monitors are insufficient for the safety of the schoolyards. Since the number of students in our schools is high, the number of recess monitors should be increased and camera systems that cover the entire area should be installed in the schoolyards. However, as in private schools, nurses should be assigned to schools with the knowledge and equipment to provide first aid intervention in case of injury in schoolyards in public schools. (T-19) 
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