


Appendix S4: Descriptive statistics of variables for SAARC region context and country-wise
	Countries
	Variable
	Mean
	S.D
	Min
	Max

	
SAARC

	U5MR
	46.09
	27.33
	6.42
	108.08

	
	PGDP
	2194.27
	2335.44
	      224
	11350

	
	DTP1
	91.78
	9.06
	67
	99

	
	GHE
	1.74
	      1.58
	0.42
	9.08

	
Bangladesh

	U5MR
	     52.19
	17.43
	   28.77
	   86.07

	
	PGDP
	982.95
	613.38
	      408
	2233

	
	DTP1
	97.52
	2.18
	92
	99

	
	GHE
	0.54
	0.04
	0.46
	0.59

	
Bhutan

	U5MR
	46.34
	15.61
	27.55
	77.1

	
	PGDP
	2066.10
	943.57
	723
	3565

	
	DTP1
	96.95
	1.80
	92
	99

	
	GHE
	2.77
	0.38
	2.34
	3.54

	
India

	U5MR
	59.46
	18.73
	32.38
	91.63

	
	PGDP
	1218.48
	  550.24
	442
	   2050

	
	DTP1
	     84.62
	6.57
	74
	       94

	
	GHE
	0.86
	0.10
	0.71
	1.08

	
Maldives

	U5MR
	16.99
	      9.59
	6.42
	39.1

	
	PGDP
	6762.38
	2774.15
	2210
	11350

	
	DTP1
	     98.57
	0.68
	97
	      99

	
	GHE
	       4.62
	1.91
	2.15
	     9.08 

	
Nepal

	U5MR
	48.49
	15.59
	28.19
	79.11

	
	PGDP
	633.24
	338.83
	224
	1186

	
	DTP1
	89.71
	5.41
	81
	96

	
	GHE
	0.84
	0.23
	0.48
	1.55

	
Pakistan

	U5MR
	86.59
	12.92
	65.48
	108.08

	
	PGDP
	1092.43
	324.34
	600
	1621

	
	DTP1
	76.33
	6.89
	67
	90

	
	GHE
	0.70
	0.21
	0.42
	1.04

	
Sri Lanka

	U5MR
	12.55
	     5.23
	7
	28.86

	
	PGDP
	2604.29
	1361.02
	832 
	    4388

	
	DTP1
	     98.71
	0.78
	96
	99

	
	GHE
	1.83
	0.27
	1.44
	2.28


Note: S.D (Standard Deviation), Min (Minimum Value), Max (Maximum Value)
Descriptive Statistics – Summary of U5MR, PGDP, DTP1, and GHE across SAARC nations, including mean, standard deviation, minimum, and maximum values.

Country-wise Breakdown – Presents individual statistics for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

Regional Context – Aggregated SAARC values offer insight into regional trends and variations.
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