Method Documentation

Data Preparation and Method Notes
Data Extraction
Data were retrieved from the Scopus database on 1 April 2024 using a predefined Boolean search strategy applied to title, abstract, and keywords.
Search Query
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("cryptocurrency" OR "blockchain" OR "bitcoin" OR "digital currency" OR "decentralized finance" OR "virtual currency")
Filters: English language, document types (articles, conference papers, book chapters), publication years 2013–2024, and countries as per GII.
Country Classification
Countries were classified as developed and developing based on the Global Innovation Index (GII 2023) and the countries available in the Scopus search query.
Deduplication Process
Duplicate records were removed manually using Microsoft Excel’s “Remove Duplicates” function based on DOI and article title.
Data Cleaning
Records with missing author information were excluded. Author names, country affiliations, and journal titles were standardized manually.
Software Used
Microsoft Excel for data cleaning. VOSviewer (version 1.6.20) and biblioshiney for bibliometric mapping and visualization.

