Supplementary Data S2 — Interview Guide
Semi-structured interview guide for scientific representatives of Italian Citizen Science projects
Prior to each interview, participants were verbally informed of the study's aims, the voluntary nature of their participation, their right to withdraw at any time, and the anonymisation of all data in compliance with EU Regulation 2016/679 (GDPR). Permission to audio-record the interview for transcription purposes only was explicitly requested and obtained. Verbal informed consent was documented through the audio recording itself.
The interview begins with a brief introduction by the participant (educational background, current position, etc.) and a description of the Citizen Science project they were involved in, including the role they held within it.
1. How did you first learn about and become involved in Citizen Science?
2. Are you aware of other Citizen Science projects, whether Italian or international?
3. How were citizens identified and recruited to participate in the project?
4. What methods or tools were used to encourage citizens' active participation?
5. What tools or instruments were used for data collection? How were these explained to citizen participants?
6. What were the profiles of the citizens involved? How did you approach and engage with them?
7. How was your Citizen Science project promoted and communicated to the public?
8. In your view, what can your Citizen Science project give back to citizens, and what can it contribute to your scientific community? (in terms of policy implications and knowledge production)
9. In your opinion, why should a scientist or expert communicate with citizens? And in this regard, how does Citizen Science contribute?
10. What do you consider to be the main advantages of Citizen Science? And what are the main disadvantages?

