Additional file 1. Plasmids and recombinant vectors used in this study

	Plasmids
	Description
	Sources

	pBT
	Bacterial two-hybird assay bait domain vector 
	Stratagene

	pTRG
	Bacterial two-hybird assay target domain vector
	Stratagene

	pTRG-MtrA
	pTRG derivative for Bacterial one-hybird assay
	This work

	pET28a
	Kanr expression vector with 6His-tag coding sequence
	Novagen

	pET-MtrA
	pET derivative for expression 6His-MtrA
	This work

	pBXcmT
	pBT derived plasmid for detection of protein-DNA interaction
	Guo et al, 2009

	pBX-dnaAp
	pBXcmT derivative for Bacterial one-hybird assay
	This work

	pBX-SsoDNA
	pBXcmT derivative for Bacterial one-hybird assay, containing an archaeal DNA fragment 
	This work

	pMind
	A tetracycline-inducible system for conditional gene silencing in mycobacteria
	Blokpoel et al, 2005

	pMind-MtrAantisense
	pMind derivative for silencing of mtrA in M.sm
	This work


