
D. Animals inflicted 
one single focal 
cerebral ischemic 
lesion
N= 603

B. Original research 
article
N= 1267

Identified articles
N= 1430

E. Infarct size assessed 
and results presented
N= 374

A. Article written in
English
N= 1346

C. Experiments 
performed in living 
adolescent, adult or 
elderly rats
N= 1038

F.  Control group 
included
N= 370

B. Not original 
research article
N= 79

A. Article not written in
English
N= 84

C. Experiments not 
performed in living 
adolescent, adult or 
elderly rats
N= 229

D. Animals not 
inflicted one single 
focal cerebral 
ischemic lesion
N= 435

G. Adequately 
described 
experiment
N= 346

Total articles 
included
N= 346

F.  Control group not 
included
N=4 

G. Not adequately 
described experiment
N= 24

E. Infarct size not 
assessed or results not 
presented 
N= 229

Number of Control  
groups to be included in 
at least one of the 
analyses: 502

Lacking data for 
analysis 3B
N groups: 237

Finally included i 
analysis 3B
N groups: 265

Lacking data for 
analysis 3A
N groups: 119

Finally included i 
analysis 3A
N groups: 383

Lacking data for 
analysis 1B and 2B
N groups: 151

Finally included i 
analysis 1B and 2B
N groups: 351

Lacking data for 
analysis 1A and 2A
N groups: 33

Finally included i 
analysis 1A and 2A
N groups: 469
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