Table 1: How an application used a systematic review to estimate the control group event rate.
	Application
	Statement

	3
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The overall cure rates from this study are smaller than those observed in two placebo controlled trials of [treatment 1], both of which reported cure rates of 85% for active treatment, possibly because more resistant [conditions] were included in the study comparing [treatment 2] with [treatment 1]. In this study we have decided to power the trial to show a 15% difference in effectiveness. We therefore, will recruit sufficient patients to give us 80% power (5% two sided significance) to show a difference in cure rates of 70% versus 85%.

	9
	Based on the Cochrane review and other data, the anticipated incidence of [outcome 1] in the standard control group is 7% and it is reasonable to hypothesise that [treatment 1] will reduce this to about 4%.

	14
	A combined event rate [outcome 1] (21.5%) was used to estimate the occurrence [of outcome 2] as 20% for the sample size calculation.



