Table 1:  Bio-demographic characteristics of participants, N = 151.

Characteristics

                            N (%)

Sex

Males



                          135 (89.1)

Females


                            16 (10.9)

Age (years)

<30   



                          13 (8.5)

31-40



                          44 (29.7)

41-50



                          79 (52.1)

51-60



                          15 (9.7)

>60   


         
                            0 (0.0)

Duration of practice (years) 
<5



                        62 (41.1)

6-10



                        33 (21.9)

11-15


                                     39 (25.5)

16-20



                        10 (6.7)




>21



                          7 (4.8)

Geo-political regions of practice

South-East


                        90 (59.6)

South-South


                        28 (18.5)

South-West


                        22 (14.6)

North-Central


                          6 (4.0)

North-East


                          3 (2.0)

North-West


                          2 (1.3)

Location of practice

Urban community

                        140 (92.7)

Rural community

                          11 (7.3)

Hospital of practice                                     
Government hospital

                         110 (72.9)

Both government and private                           31 (20.5)

Private



                           10 (6.6)

Level of practice

Tertiary hospital

                        140 (72.9)

Secondary hospital

                           11 (7.3)

________________________________________________________________________

Table 2:  Pattern of use of obstetric analgesia among obstetricians (N = 74), types of obstetric analgesia offered, reasons for non-use of obstetric analgesia among obstetricians (N = 77) who did not offer analgesia, and participants opinion on whether obstetric analgesia would offer a better birth experience (N = 151).

Item




               N (%)








Pattern of Use



             74 (49.0)

Routinely



             20 (13.3)

Sometimes



             44 (29.1)

On patient request


             10 (6.6)

Types of obstetric analgesia offered

Opioids



             62 (41.1)

Psychological support


             60 (39.7)


Paracetamol



              7 (4.6)

Epidural



              3 (2.0)

Entonoux



              2 (1.3) 

Reasons for non-use


             77 (51.0)

Fear of fetal distress


             24 (15.9)

Cost




             19 (12.6)

Late presentation in labor

             12 (8.0)

Non-availability


              7 (4.6)

Fear of prolonged 2nd stage of labor
              6 (4.0)

Belief that labor is natural

              4 (2.6)

Providers think it’s not necessary
              2 (1.3)

Decline by patient


              2 (1.3)

Fear of adverse maternal effect
              1 (0.7)

Offer a better birth experience
           151 (100.0)

Yes




           131 (86.8)

Not sure



             12 (7.9)

No 




               8 (5.3)

_________________________________________________________________________

Table 3: Showing comparison of use/non-use of obstetric analgesia between younger (N = 136) and older (N = 15) obstetricians, and obstetricians in urban (N = 140) and rural (N = 11) practice.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Item

Use 
Non-use
Total (%)
 OR
 95% CI
         z statistic
    P-value

Age of obstetrician


<50

71
  65

136 (90.07)

≥50

  3
  12

 15 (9.93)

4.37      1.18-16.18       2.21
       0.03

Location of practice

Urban

72
  68

140(92.72)

Rural

  2
    9

  11(7.28)

4.77       0.99-22.85       1.95
        0.05

______________________________________________________________________________

OR = Odd ratio, CI = Confidence interval
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Figure 1: Comparison between users and non-users of obstetric analgesia in the six different geo-political zones of Nigeria
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