Additional File 1: Studies that informed the item pool
	
	Source
	Illness
	Country
	Items extracted

	
	Stigma measures review [1]
	
	
	

	[2]
	Ramu, Dwivedi & Iyer (1975)
	Leprosy
	India
	7

	[3]
	Myint et al (1992)
	Leprosy
	Myanmar
	8

	[4]
	Raju & Kopparty (1995)
	Leprosy
	India
	8

	[5]
	Van den Broek et al. (1998)
	Leprosy
	Tanzinia
	6

	[6]
	Croft & Croft (1999)
	Leprosy
	Bangladesh
	4

	[7]
	Shrum, Turner & Bruce (1989) 
	HIV/AIDS
	USA
	54

	[8]
	Mulford & Lee (1996)
	HIV/AIDS
	USA
	13

	[9]
	O’Hea et al (2001)
	HIV/AIDS
	USA
	26

	[10]
	Froman & Owens (2001)
	HIV/AIDS
	USA
	21

	[11]
	Siyam’kela (2003)
	Mental illness
	South Africa
	14

	[12]
	Taylor & Dear (1981)
	Mental illness
	Canada
	40

	[13]
	Angermeyer & Matschinger (1996)
	Mental illness
	Germany
	25

	[14]
	Corrigan et al. (2001a)
	Mental illness
	USA
	20

	[15]
	Corrigan et al. (2001b)
	Mental illness
	USA
	6

	[16]
	Weiner, Perry & Magnusson (1988)
	Mental illness
	USA
	13

	[17]
	Angermeyer & Matschinger (2003)
	Mental illness
	Germany
	14

	[18]
	Corrigan et al, (2004)
	Mental illness
	USA
	27

	[19]
	Austin, Shafer & Deering (2002)
	Epilepsy
	USA
	7

	[20]
	Neil (2001)
	Skin disease
	USA
	11

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Stigma of cancer review [21]
	
	
	

	[22]
	Chapple et al. (2004a)
	Lung cancer
	UK
	17

	[23]
	Chapple et al. (2004b) 
	Lung cancer
	UK
	2

	[24]
	Tod et al. (2008)
	Lung cancer
	UK
	1

	[25]
	Westerman et al. (2007)
	Lung cancer
	Netherlands
	2

	[26]
	Peters-Golden (1982)
	Breast Cancer
	USA
	15

	[27]
	Wilson & Lucker (2006)
	Cancer
	UK
	18

	[28]
	Desnoo & Faithfull (2006) 
	Bowel Cancer
	UK
	1

	[29]
	Lam & Fielding (2003)
	Breast Cancer
	China
	4

	[30]
	Macdonald & Anderson (1984)
	Bowel Cancer
	USA
	4

	[31]
	Ohaeri et al (1998)
	Breast/cervical Cancer
	Nigeria
	5

	[32]
	Sankar et al. (2006)
	Breast Cancer
	USA
	1

	[33]
	Wong-kim et al. (2005)
	Breast Cancer
	USA
	3

	[34]
	Ohaeri et al. (1999)
	Breast/cervical Cancer
	Nigeria
	2

	[35]
	Ehrmann-Feldman et al. (1987)
	Cancer
	Canada
	1

	[36]
	Miller et al. (2007)
	Lung cancer
	Kenya/USA
	15

	[37]
	Schulte (2002)
	Cancer
	USA
	11

	[38]
	Matthews et al. (2006)
	Breast/cervical Cancer
	USA
	1

	[39]
	Azaiza & Cohen (2008)
	Breast/cervical Cancer
	Israel
	2

	[40]
	Kwok, Sullivan & Cant (2006)
	Breast Cancer
	Australia
	2

	[41]
	Kwok & Sullivan (2006)
	Breast Cancer
	Australia
	14

	[42]
	Michielutte et al. (1996)
	Skin cancer
	USA
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	[43]
	Berrenberg et al (1991)
	Cancer
	USA
	35

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	481
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