Appendix 1 – selection of articles
The identification of articles for our study was based mainly on a search in Web Of Science (Thomson Reuters). In our first identification of articles, the database was scanned on the 26th of July 2013. The search term used for this scanning was ("well-being" OR "health") AND ("labor" or "labour" or "employment" or "job" or "unemployment" or "work" or "unemployed"), and the search only included articles whose titles matched the search term. The first part of the search term was related to the health definition and the second part to the employment status definition. The scanning, which was not limited to any particular parameter, e.g. publication year or language, resulted in 8,070 articles. 
In the first step we removed articles based on their titles, resulting in only 412 articles with a title that at least to some extent indicated that the article had content that might match our research question. In the second step we required that the articles were written in English (n = 18 articles excluded) and were defined by Web of Science as document type “article” (n = 132 articles excluded, including 20 “book review”, 27 “editorial material”, 30 “letter”, 39 “meeting abstract” and 16 “proceedings paper”). For the remaining 262 articles, the abstracts were read and a further 160 articles were removed because the content showed that the article did not fulfil our inclusion criteria [1-102]. We restricted ourselves to the 58 [2-4, 6-9, 11, 13-21, 24, 30, 32-35, 37, 39, 41, 44, 47, 49, 50, 53, 54, 59, 61, 63, 68-75, 77, 78, 80, 82-84, 86, 87, 89, 92-98] of the remaining 102 articles that were published from 2003 and onwards. After reading these articles in full, we kept the 36 articles [2, 3, 6-9, 13-16, 18, 19, 21, 32, 33, 37, 44, 49, 50, 54, 59, 61, 68, 70-72, 74, 75, 77, 78, 82-84, 86, 89, 94] that had a content in line with our research question, i.e. articles that measured how unemployment affects health.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We extended our search term for health to include “quality of life”, thus the updated search term was ("well-being" OR "health" OR “quality of life” ) AND ("labor" or "labour" or "employment" or "job" or "unemployment" or "work" or "unemployed" or “contract”), which resulted in one additional article [103]. We followed-up with weekly emails from the database with the extended search term until the 6th of April 2014, and this resulted in three additional articles [104-106]. To improve our chances to include all relevant articles, the literature database PubMed (National Center for Biotechnology Information, Bethesda MD, USA) was also scanned. We used the search terms “employ*” and “health” and these terms had to be part of the article’s MeSH terms. This search only resulted in one additional article [107] that fulfilled our criteria and was not available in Web of Science. Thus, the final selection of 41 articles included 36 from the initial search of the Web Of Science database, one from an extended search term, three published after the initial search, and one that was only available on PubMed.
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