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Table 1. Focus Group Participant and Key Informant Demographics 
	
	Focus Groups
(N=56)  
	Key Informants (N=12)


	
	n (%)
	Mean (SD)
	Range
	n
	Mean (SD)
	Range

	Age (years) 
	--
	38.3 (8.7)
	18-62 
	--
	44.6 (14.0)
	24-67 

	
Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Female
	44 (78.6)
	--
	--
	7 
	--
	--

	    Male
	12 (21.4)
	--
	--
	5
	--
	--

	
Marital Status
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Married
	44 (78.6)
	--
	--
	10
	--
	--

	    Widowed
	12 (21.4)
	--
	--
	1
	--
	--

	
Education
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Primary complete
	16 (28.6)
	--
	--
	1
	--
	--

	   Primary incomplete
	14 (25.0)
	--
	--
	1
	--
	--

	   Secondary
	1 (1.8)
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	   Secondary complete
	12 (21.4)
	--
	--
	2
	--
	--

	   Secondary incomplete
	11 (19.6)
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	   Tertiary/College
	1 (1.8)
	--
	--
	5
	--
	--

	   University
	--
	--
	--
	3
	--
	--

	   No schooling
	1 (1.8)
	--
	--
	
	--
	--

	
Location
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   East Alego
	12 (21.4)
	--
	--
	1
	--
	--

	   South Alego
	12 (21.4)
	--
	--
	4
	--
	--

	   S.E. Alego
	11 (19.6)
	--
	--
	3
	--
	--

	   Siaya Township
	21 (37.5)
	--
	--
	4
	
	

	
Number of children in home 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	    Number of daughters
	--
	2.7 (1.3)
	0-5
	--
	2.5 (1.8)
	0-5

	    Number of sons
	--
	2.3 (1.7)
	0-7
	--
	2.4 (1.6)
	1-6

	    Age range of children 
    within home (years)
	--
	--
	3-34
	--
	--
	3-26







Table 2. Common Questions from Caregivers
	
Common Questions from Caregivers


	HPV 
Causes and natural history
· Where do people get HPV from?  
· Is HPV hereditary?
· Does HPV infect bodily fluids or blood?
· Does HPV only travel to the cervix (or does it affect other organs)? 
· What does HPV do to men?

HPV epidemiology
· Does HPV mostly affect women? 
· If HPV cannot be seen, how do we know that most people have it at some point? 

Modes of transmission
· Is it acquired through sexual intercourse? 
· Are there other (non-sexual) ways you can get it?
· Do men and women  transmit HPV to each other?  
Symptoms and effects on the body
· What are the signs and symptoms of HPV? 
· How long does it take for them to appear?
· How does one know if they are infected?
· Could HPV turn into HIV?
· Does HPV cause herpes?
· Can HPV prevent a woman from getting pregnant, or having a healthy pregnancy?  
· Does it cause other cancers or problems (e.g., prostate cancer in men)?  
	HPV Vaccine
 Vaccine Implementation
· How and where will the vaccine be administered to girls? 
· Will it be given to all girls in Kenya? 
· What other countries have implemented the vaccine?  

Vaccine Benefits & Alternatives
· How will it help us? 
· Is there another way of preventing cervical cancer?

Vaccine Safety & Side Effects
· Has the vaccine been tested? Is it being tested on our children?
· What are the side effects of this vaccine? 
· Does the vaccine affect future fertility?

Vaccine Effectiveness
· Will girls be prevented from cervical cancer after they are vaccinated? 
· What is the duration of protection?
· Will the vaccine work if it’s given to a girl who already has cervical cancer? 
· Will it still help if a girl misses a dose?

Age & Gender Concerns
· Why is it administered to girls aged 9-12 years, when cancer affects women (older)?
· If most everyone has HPV then why are only children vaccinated and not adults? Why not boys?
· Can the vaccine be given to girls aged 9-12 if they haven’t started monthly periods?






Table 3. HPV Vaccine Communication Objectives 
	

HPV Vaccine Communication Objectives 


	Raise cervical cancer awareness & understanding
· Cervical cancer is a serious disease that affects a woman’s cervix.
· It often strikes women in their 30’s and 40’s. But it starts to develop many years earlier.
· It is one of the most common cancers in women worldwide and a main cause of cancer death.
· Each year in Kenya, about 2,500 women get cervical cancer and 2,000 women die from it. 

	Create demand for HPV vaccine
· A vaccine can prevent girls from getting cervical cancer later in life. It is given as an injection in the arm.  Three doses are needed for full protection.  

	Address safety concerns
· The vaccine is very safe and effective. It has been widely tested and used worldwide.
· The vaccine does not affect a girl’s ability to become pregnant or to have healthy children later in life.
Concerns about sterilization 
· It is best if the vaccine be given to girls around the ages of 9-13 years. Vaccinating girls at this age ensures that they are protected long before cervical cancer begins to develop. 

	Build on positive vaccine perceptions and emphasize perceived benefits
· The vaccine protects the reproductive health of girls/women.
· By vaccinating young girls, we can protect their health and their future – so they can be around for their own children and families.
· Prevention is better than treatment or cure.

	Create realistic expectations of vaccine to help minimize rumors or false expectations
· The most common side effects are pain, redness or swelling in the arm.  Some girls may get a mild fever, headache, or nausea. 
· The vaccine does not protect against HIV or STDs such as chlamydia or gonorrhea.

	Address health equity concerns
· The vaccine is intended primarily for prevention of cervical cancer, a disease that does not affect men. But everyone can help prevent cervical cancer.
· Parents can take their daughters to get vaccinated.
· Women can get screened for cervical cancer (Pap test or visual inspection) so that early problems can be found and treated – even before cancer develops.
· Men can support their wives, sisters and mothers in getting screened for cervical cancer.
· Everyone can start talking openly about cervical cancer and educating others about prevention.







