Additional file 1. Search Strategy

MEDLINE

Region

1.MESH terms: exp Shoulder Joint/ or exp Shoulder/ or exp Shoulder Pain/

2. Text words: (shoulder$ or gleno-humer$ or scapulo-humer$ or humero-scapul$).mp. [mp=title, original title, abstract, name of substance word, subject heading word]

3. 1 or 2

Condition

4. MESH terms: exp Rotator cuff/ or exp Subacromial impingement syndrome

5. Text words: (rotator cuff$ or subacromial impingement$) mp. [mp=title, original title, abstract, name of substance word, subject heading word]

6. 4 or 5

Measurement

7. MESH terms: exp electromyography

8. Text words: (electromyograph$) mp. [mp=title, original title, abstract, name of substance word, subject heading word]

9. 7 or 8

Combination of terms

3 and 6 and 9

Similar searches based on the above format took place in Embase, Amed and Cinahl
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