
 

 

Figure 1. The competencies expected of a South African family physician {{180 Mash, Bob 

2011;}} 

 

 

Family 
Physician

Care provider –

Clinical care of 
ambulatory, 

emergency, and in-
patients; at district 

hospitals and in 
primary care

Community 
leader 

– Engages with the 
health needs of the 
community served.

Capacity-
builder -

Training health 
care staff during 

the course of 
clinical service 

Consultant –

Clinical outreach 
and support to 

primary care clinics 
and health centres

Supervisor –

Training interns and 
students (registrars 

and 
undergraduates) 

during the course of 
clinical service 

Manager –

Clinical 
governance, 

specified 
management 

functions, clinical 
administration.


