
External empirical information 

(Evidence based) ethical decision making 

(A) Quality assessment (validity, reliability) 

Access to care, 
societal costs 

 

Quality, relevance 
and extent of 

medical benefits 
 

Quality, relevance
and extent of 

medical harms 

Specified patient 
preferences 

 

(B) Relevance assessment 

Prima facie principles 

Ethical dilemma 

Beneficence 
 

Justice 
 

Respect of 
autonomy 

Non-maleficence
 

External Evidence Internal evidence

Specified principles 

Reflective equilibrium (trade-offs) 

Individual (empirical) experiences

 

 


