












Total relevant references identified and screened for evaluation: 3431


Electronic databases: 2946


Hand searched journals: 184


Other sources: 301








Articles retrieved for detailed evaluation by two authors: 220





Other languages = 192





Duplicate = 138





Exclusion criteria:


not relevant: 359


not about physicians: 1054


not self-administered: 63


not about a specific clinical encounter (survey, not clinical issue, vignettes, OSCE): 1253


not an original collection of data: 150


not an instrument as defined: 2





Total excluded: 2881





Included instruments: 9 (34 articles)





Exclusion criteria:


not about physicians: 6


not self-administered: 22


not about a specific clinical encounter (survey, not clinical issue, vignettes, OSCE): 78


not an original collection of data: 31


not  an instrument as defined: 15


not about a component of the decision-making: 1





Total excluded: 153








Potentially relevant instruments: 26 (67 articles)





Instrument considered but excluded:


15 (28 articles)





Included instruments: 11 (39 articles)








