
Discourses reifing reliance on RDTs in case 

management 

 

Discourses reifying case management independent 

of RDTs 

• ‘When it is negative, it is negative’ 
• ‘Parasites can’t hide from the RDT’ 
• ‘Ask the patient to come back <in 3 days>’ 
• ‘Give routine treatment if negative’ 
• ‘Test for other possible diseases’ 
• ‘Retest patient at lab’ 

• ‘Must give AM if signs & symptoms of malaria’ 
• ‘It may be hidden malaria’ 
•  ‘The test may not pick the parasite’ 
• ‘Patients are better after three days if give them 

antimalarials’ 
• ‘Patient may start antimalarials at home so 

must continue’ 
 

 

 


