Additional File 2 (Supplementary Table S2): Immunohistochemical analysis1 of STAT3 and phosphorylated STAT3 [pSTAT3 (Y705) and pSTAT3 (S727)] expression in normal, pre-cancer and cancer lesions of the uterine cervix
	Target protein
	Staining intensity
	Normal
(n=20)
	Pre-cancer
(n=20)
	Invasive Cancer (n=50)
	p value

	STAT3
	Nil (-)
	15
	8
	8
	0.4a
0.005b
0.0004c

	
	Weak (+)
	3
	7
	12
	

	
	Moderate (++)
	1
	3
	10
	

	
	Strong (+++)
	1
	2
	20
	

	pSTAT3 (Y705)
	Nil (-)
	17
	9
	8
	0.3a
0.0002b
0.01c

	
	Weak (+)
	2
	7
	14
	

	
	Moderate (++)
	1
	2
	08
	

	
	Strong (+++)
	0
	2
	20
	

	pSTAT3(S727)
	Nil (-)
	15
	9
	12
	0.4a
0.03b
0.002c

	
	Weak (+)
	5
	9
	18
	

	
	Moderate (++)
	0
	1
	08
	

	
	Strong (+++)
	0
	1
	12
	


1Arbitrary staining intensity grades of respective proteins in immunohistochemistry: Strong = (++++); Medium = (++); Weak = (+); Nil / not detectable = (-). Values indicate the distribution of specimens in each category.

p value, probability from Fischer’s Exact Test comparing the expression of proteins (Nil + Low versus Moderate + Strong) among: apre-cancer versus controls; bcancer versus controls and ccancer versus pre-cancer. Bold type refers to statistically significant p values. 
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