Figure 2: Brief checklist for assessing the quality of PRO instruments

	Key Questions
	Judgment Criteria
	

	Does it measure the required construct?
	The instrument is based on a model or theory of the underlying construct.
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Has it been 
well-developed?
	Items were derived from the appropriate source/population.

· Clinical input required for symptoms/functioning

· Patient input required for all constructs

· Only valid source of items for QoL measures is the patient
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Have the scaling properties been adequately assessed?
	· The scale (or individual subscales) is unidemsional, thus, justifying production of single scale (or subscale) score.

· Factor analysis alone does not provide adequate evidence of unidimensionality.

· Evidence of level of measurement (ordinal, interval) is available to justify use of appropriate statistics for analysis of scale data.

· Dimensional structure of multi-dimensional scales has been demonstrated. 
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Have the psychometric properties been adequately assessed?
	· Reliability (reproducibility) assessed over appropriate time frame (2 weeks ideal). Minimum value of 0.85 achieved for test-retest correlation.
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· Internal consistency (Cronbach’s alpha) please note this does not confer reliability.
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· Evidence of validity is available. At a minimum:

· Face and content validity assessed with relevant patient group

· Construct/known groups validity
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· Is there evidence of responsiveness?
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Have additional language versions been appropriately adapted?
	· Evidence of appropriate translation methods. At a minimum: 

· Methods are well documented and transparent 
· Translation has not relied solely on bilinguals but has involved people of average educational level within target culture
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· Evidence of psychometric and scaling properties. At a minimum:

· Face and content validity established for target culture

· Evidence of reliability and construct validity

· Unidimensionality of scales (or subscales) has been confirmed
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
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