
Table 3  Comparison of ORT and IVT by outcome 
Outcome Number of studies Number of subjects RD/WMD (95% CI) Baseline (IVT) Risk 
Failure to rehydrate (per protocol) 15 1466 3% (0,6) 0.7% 
Failure to rehydrate (per protocol, fixed effects) 15 1466 4% (2,5) 0.9% 
Failure to rehydrate (post hoc definition, fixed effects) 15 1466 2% (0,4)* 1.6% 
Duration of diarrhea (hrs) 7 838 -6.4 (-13.6,0.8) - 
Length of stay for inpatients (days) (all studies) 6 526 -1.2 (-2.4,-0.02) ‡  -
Length of stay for inpatients (days) (without outlier29)      5 326 -0.3 (-0.8,0.08) -
Weight gain (grams) 4 206 43 (-108,194) - 
Weight gain (%) 5 767 -0.26 (-1.56,1.05) - 
Complications and Adverse Events      
Hypernatremia    9 918 0% (-1,1)* 0.3%
Hyponatremia    1 104 6% (-2,13)* 0%
Phlebitis    5 877 -3%  2.5%(-5,-1)*,‡

Peri-orbital oedema 7 844 0% (-2,3)* 1.7% 
Seizures    6 877 -1% 1.5%(-3,1)*
Paralytic ileus 2 670 3% (1,5) §  0%
Abdominal distention 1 470 2% (0,4)* 0% 
* fixed effects estimate where Chi-square test for heterogeneity P=0.108 
‡ significantly favors ORT 
§ significantly favors IVT 
 


