
Figure legends

Figure 1 – Western blot showing protein expression of NSm
Figure 1 demonstrates a Western blot analysis of proteins expressed by yeast cells. The individual proteins were separated by SDS-PAGE and visualized by c-Myc monoclonal antibodies. Lane 1 shows the pGBKT7-”empty vector” control, (GAL4 DNA binding domain protein in fusion with the c-Myc epitope tag). Lane 2 shows the fusion protein expressed from construct pGBKT7-NSm (the NSm protein in fusion with the GAL4 DNA binding domain protein and c-Myc epitope tag). The arrow adjacent to lane 2 indicates a protein band corresponding to the size of the fusion protein. A molecular weight standard is shown next to the figure.

Figure 2 – Yeast growth on selective solid media demonstrating NSm interaction with cellular proteins  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 2 shows photographs of agar plates demonstrating the growth of individual yeast clones on control plates (SD-leu/trp) and selective solid media (SD-leu/trp/ade) at optimal temperature (A) and elevated temperature (B). The genes encoded by the individual clones are listed within the figure. This figure show one of three individual repeats of this experiment and quadruplets of each yeast construct were tested at each time point. 



Figure 3 - ß-gal activity as an indicator of protein-protein interaction strength
Figure 3 shows a graphical view of the relative strength of the protein-protein interaction based on β-gal activity measurements between NSm protein and indicated proteins. The strength of the interactions are expressed in Miller units and normalised to the positive control. The presented data and standard deviations are based on four individual experiments and duplicate samples. 
Supplementary figure legends

Supplementary figure 1 - A schematic figure of the three-segmented RVFV genome
Supplementary figure 1 illustrates the three-segmented RVFV genome, the size of the three RNA segments and the encoded proteins. The upper part of the figure shows the S segment and the two genes encoding the N and NSs protein with the inter-genomic region separating the two coding sequences. The middle part of this figure demonstrates the L segment and the multifunctional RNA dependent RNA polymerase (RdRp) protein encoded in an antisense manner. The cartoon at the bottom of the figure shows the M segment and the polyprotein precursor that is subsequently cleaved into the NSm, Gn and Gc proteins. The five potential in frame translation initiation codons are shown below in a magnified picture of the NSm encoding region. The F and the R primers used to amplify the NSm gene, from the proposed second AUG codon, are also shown. 
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