
Additional File 1. Use of theories and constructs in studies 

	Study
	Theory/Construct
	Level of Use
	Stage of Use

	Anonymous 1996 [1]

	Attitude
	Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

	Avorn 1992 [2]

	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)
	Some conceptual basis

	Choice/design

	Banks 1988 [3]

	Information Overload
	Some conceptual basis

	Choice/design

	Boissel 1995 [4]

	Knowledge 
	Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

	Caggiula 1996 [5]

	Social Cognitive Theory 

(Self-efficacy)
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Calkins1995 [6]
	Diffusion of Innovation

Field Theory

Knowledge

Attitude


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis

Construct

Construct
	Choice/design

Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Callahan 1994 [7]

	PRECEDE
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Carney 1992 [8]

	PRECEDE

Social Cognitive Theory

Knowledge 


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis

Construct


	Choice/design

Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

	Cohen 1985 [9]

	Theory of Reasoned Action

Knowledge


	Some conceptual basis

Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Constanza 1992 [10]

	PRECEDE
	Explicitly theory based


	Process/mediator/moderator

	De Burgh 1995 [11]
	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)
	Some conceptual basis


	Choice/design

	Dempsey 1995 [12]

	Continuous Quality Improvement
	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	Diwan 1995 [13]
	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)
Attitude


	Some conceptual basis

Construct
	Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

	Elliot 1997 [14]
	Social Learning Theory

Diffusion of Innovation

Theory of Reasoned Action

Knowledge


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis

Construct
	Choice/design

Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Evans 1996 [15]
	Social Cognitive Theory 

(self-efficacy)

Knowledge

Attitude
	Some conceptual basis

Construct

Knowledge
	Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator


	Evans 1997 [16]
	Field Theory


	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Feder 1995 [17]

	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)

	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Fender 1999 [18]

	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Fletcher 1993 [19]

	PRECEDE
	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	Flynn 1997 [20]

	PRECEDE
	Some conceptual basis

	Choice/design

	Gemson 1995 [21]
	Health Belief Model

Knowledge


	Some conceptual basis

Construct
	Post-hoc explanation/discussion

Process/mediator/moderator

	Goldberg 1998 [22]
	Continuous Quality Improvement

Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)

	Explicitly theory based

Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

Choice/design

	Gortmaker 1998 [23]

	Social Learning Theory
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Gorton 1995 [24]
	Diffusion of Innovation

Social Influence


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis


	Post-hoc explanation/discussion

Post-hoc explanation/discussion

	Grady 1997 [25]

	Behaviour modification
	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	Headrick 1992 [26] 
	Knowledge

Attitudes


	Construct


Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Herman 1994 [27]
	Knowledge

Self efficacy
	Construct

Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator



	Hobbs 1966 [28]
	Rule-based expert system

Knowledge


	Some conceptual basis

Construct
	Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

	Hulscher 1997 [29]
	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)
4-step Intervention


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis


	Choice/design

Choice/design

	Keyserling 1997 [30]
	Social Cognitive Theory 

(self-efficacy)


	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Leviton 1999 [31]
	Social Influence

Diffusion of Innovation
	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

Post-hoc discussion/explanation



	Lin 1997 [32]
	PRECEDE

Diffusion of Innovation 


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis


	Choice/design

Post-hoc discussion/explanation

	Litzelman 1993 [33]

	Dual Task Theory
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Lobach 1997 [34]

	Information Overload
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/ design

	Lomas 1989 [35]
	Diffusion of Innovation 

Attitude

Knowledge


	Some conceptual basis

Construct

Construct


	Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Marton 1995 [36]

	Knowledge

Attitudes


	Construct

Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Mazzuca 1988 [37]

	Behaviour modification
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	McDonald 1976 [38]

	Information Overload
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	McDonald 1980 [39]

	Information Overload
	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	McDonald 1984 [40]
	Information Overload

Attitude


	Some conceptual basis

Construct


	Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

	Nalven 1997 [41]

	Knowledge


	Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

	Nattinger 1989 [42]

	Knowledge
	Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

	Ockene 1994 [43]
	Knowledge

Self efficacy


	Construct

Construct
	Process/mediator/moderato

Process/mediator/moderator

	Onion 1997[44]
	Elaboration Likelihood Model 

Learning Styles 

Goals, emotions, and personal capability beliefs

Attitude

Knowledge


	Explicitly theory based

Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis

Construct

Construct
	Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

Choice/design

Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator



	Overhage 1997 [45]

	Information Overload
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Palmer 1985 [46]
	Theory-driven evaluation
	Explicitly theory based

	Process/mediator/moderator

	Putnam 1985 [47]
	Patient Care Appraisal Model


	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	Raisch 1990 [48]

	Human Inference (Vividness Criterion)
	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	Restuccia 1982 [49]

	Cybernetic theory
	Explicitly theory based
	Choice/design

	Rogers 1982 [50]

	Information Overload
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Sommers 1984 [51]

	Organizational development

Information overload
	Explicitly theory based

Some conceptual basis


	Choice/design

Choice/design



	Soumerai 1993 [52]

	Social Marketing (Academic Detailing)
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Soumerai 1998 [53]
	Diffusion of Innovation

PRECEDE


	Some conceptual basis

Some conceptual basis


	Choice/design

Post-hoc explanation/discussion

	Steffensen 1997 [54]
	Diffusion of Innovation

Attitude

Knowledge


	Some conceptual basis

Construct

Construct
	Post-hoc explanation/discussion

Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Studnicki 1997 [55]

	PRECEDE
	Some conceptual basis
	Post-hoc explanation/discussion

	Thamer 1998 [56]

	PRECEDE
	Some conceptual basis
	Post-hoc explanation/discussion

	Turner 1994 [57]
	Stages of Change

Attitude
	Some conceptual basis

Construct


	Post-hoc explanation/discussion

Process/mediator/moderator

	Urban 1995 [58]
	PRECEDE
	Explicitly theory based


	Choice/design

	Van Der Weijden 1999 [59]

	PRECEDE
	Some conceptual basis
	Process/mediator/moderator

	Van Essen 1997 [60]

	Shot-gun method
	Some conceptual basis
	Choice/design

	Vinicor 1987 [61]
	Theory of Reasoned Action 

Knowledge


	Explicitly theory based

Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator

Process/mediator/moderator

	Vissers 1995 [62]

	Attitude
	Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator



	Watson 1998 [63]

	Attitude
	Construct
	Process/mediator/moderator
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