Box 2. Main findings of literature review on articles about sexual violence/rape and DRC/Congo

	Author 

(Year published)
	Estimate on extent of sexual violence (year)
	Perpetrators of sexual violence

	Amnesty International (2004)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

· “Tens of thousands” of women and girls have become victims of rape (time frame not identified).

· Cited data of “The Joint Initiative to combat Sexual Violence against Women and Children”: 40,000 cases of rape (time frame not identified) Information on duration, time or method of data collection is not provided.


	·  “All the armed forces involved in the DRC conflict have committed rape and sexual violence, including government armed forces of DRC, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda.“

	Human Rights Watch (2002)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

· “The governor of South Kivu estimated that 2,500 to 3,000 women and girls had been raped between late 1999 and mid-2001.” 

· A “religious congregation reported having assisted some 2,000 raped women and girls [in South Kivu] (year unknown)
	· “Sexual violence has been used as a weapon of war by most of the forces involved in this conflict.” 

· “Combatants of the RCD, Rwandan soldiers, as well as combatants of the forces opposed to them […] frequently and sometimes systematically raped women and girls in the last year.”

· Rape and other sexual crimes are not just carried out by armed factions but also increasingly by police and others in positions of authority and power, and by opportunistic common criminals and bandits […]”



	Human Rights Watch (2005)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

· “Tens of thousand” of women and girls have suffered sexual violence.

· [In October 2004], “eight to ten persons were being raped each day in the town of Bunia.” (Estimate of “humanitarian agencies” not further specified)

· “In September 2004, Centre Olame, a Catholic women’s center in Bukavu, was receiving over two hundred new cases of sexual violence each month from different parts of South Kivu.”


	· “[P]erpetrators of sexual violence are members of virtually all the armed forces and armed groups that operate in eastern Congo”

· “Soldiers and rebel fighters engaged in acts of sexual violence in the context of military confrontations.”

	Médecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders) (2004)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

· Between August 2003 and January 2004 more than 550 victims of sexual violence have been treated” at MSF´s emergency hospital in Baraka, Eastern DRC.

	· “There has been a clear correlation of incidences of rape with the level of insecurity in the area.”

· Sexual violence has been “clearly linked to the military strategy of warring parties […].”



	Women´s Equity in Access to Care and Treatment (We-act) (2004)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

· Cited data:

· The International Rescue Committee (IRC) reports 3,000 cases of rape in Brazzaville since December 1998

· Between May and December 1999 1,200 rape survivors had been admitted to Makelekele hospital 

	· Women and children have been raped “by members of all armies involved in the conflict”

	Pratt, M. and L. Werchick (2004)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

·  “extremely high number of cases of rape […] from 1996 on”

· Cited data:

· United Nations field 2003 assessment and appeal identified 2000 rape/mutilation victims in Shabunda (Eastern DRC province) and 2500-3000 rape/mutilation victims in South Kivu Province.

· Patiz Hospital, Bukavu, treated 1579 rape survivors in the years 2002 and 2003.

	· “The perpetrators have come from among virtually all of the armies, militias and gangs implicated in the conflicts, including local bands and police forces that attacked their own communities.”

	Réseau des Femmes pour un Développement Associatif (RFDA),  
Réseau des Femmes pour la Défense des Droits et la Paix,

International Alert (2005)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

· Three local associations reported a total of 1,031 women having been raped in 2002: 403 in Uvira and 628 in Fizi.

· In July 2003 alone, the ‘Maison des Femmes’ in Uvira (a women refuge run by local women associations) listed 837 victims.
	· Acts of sexual violence have been committed by combatants on all sides: fighters belonging to the Rassemblement Démocratique Congolais pour la Démocratie (RCD), soldiers of the Rwandan and Burundian national armies, Maï Maï and Interahamwe militias, and Burundian rebels of the Forces pour la Défense de la Démocratie (FDD) and the Front National pour la Libération (FNL).”

· “27% of victims said they had been raped by Interahamwe, 26.6% by FDD troops, 20% by RCD fighters and Banyamulenge militias, 16% by Maï Maï, 3% by unidentified men in uniform and 1.8% by RPA soldiers.”

	Bosmans M. (2007)
	· No estimate on absolute numbers of rape in DRC conflict given.

·  “there must be tens of thousands”

· Rapes are “committed on a massive scale”


	· Rape was “used by all sides to the conflict”


