Additional file 1: Antibacterial activity of anterior midgut contents and posterior midgut of Rhodnius prolixus (7 DAF) tested against Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus. The activity was measured as colony forming units (CFU/ml) after 19 hours of incubation. Values represent the means ± SD of three replicates.
	Insect samples
	Escherichia coli                        Staphylococcus aureus

	
	Incubation time (h) (CFU/ml)

	
	0h
	19h
	0h
	19h

	Control
	8.3 x 103 + 2.8
	1.3 x 1010 + 0.6
	4.1 x 103 + 2.8
	6.2 x 1011 + 2.5

	Anterior midgut
	6.1 x 103 + 2.2
	0*
	2.4 x 103 + 0.8
	0*

	Posterior midgut
	4.9 x 103 + 2.3
	2.3 x 1010 + 0.6
	3.5 x 103 + 1.9
	1.8 x 109 + 2.1


*Since 2 hours of incubation of both bacteria with anterior midgut, no bacteria was detected on agar plates.

