3986 citations identified and screened for
retrieval

v

322 duplicates

57 potentially eligible citations
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Excluded: (n= 38): case series (1), review
(15), retrospective study (4), protocol (2),
observational study (6), trial but not
randomized and controlled (4), no cancer
patients included (3), only one patient with
cancer was included (1), and no relevant
outcome (2).

19 trials eligible for the review

\ 4

11 RCTs not included as cancer subgroups
data were not available

8 RCTs included in the review and in the
meta-analysis




